Vermont Department of Education


2012 SFSP

MEDIA RELEASE INFORMATION
INSTRUCTIONS: Regulations require that sponsors make a public announcement of the Summer Food Service Program available to the local media.  (However, regulations do not require that a sponsor PAY to have the program announced.)  
1. Use sponsor stationery. (Keep in mind that this is a news release, not a flyer or poster).  Copy the information in the media release and paste it onto your letterhead. Or delete the information at the top of the page and set the margins so the release can be printed or copied onto letterhead.
2. Provide specific information regarding name of sponsor and site(s) where the food program will be operating and meal service times. For open sites, sponsors are encouraged to include information about activities in conjunction with the meals. 
3. If you prefer, write your own release.   When doing this, be sure to:
· follow the appropriate format for media releases (no poster type announcements)

· include the non-discrimination statement (shown at bottom of this page) 

· include income guidelines in media releases for enrolled sites and camps (see samples) Please note:  The press may choose not to publish the income guidelines, but that is their decision.  The media release submitted MUST include the income guidelines.
4. Send the release(s) to media outlets in your area (e.g., local newspapers, radio stations, television stations) at the appropriate time. 
5. Send copies of all media releases sent (or to be sent) to media outlets, along with information about where they were sent, by June 1 to Nancy Lewis, Child Nutrition Programs SFSP

      Vermont Department of Education, 120 State St., Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 - or email to: 
      nancy.lewis@state.vt.us 
	This is the most current non-discrimination statement. 

         In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this 
         institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
         origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
         Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
         D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are 
         hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the 
         Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA
         is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




6. In addition to the required media releases, we encourage sponsors to create promotional materials, such as flyers and posters, and distribute them at any time during the summer to the appropriate audience.  Be sure that any promotion of the summer meals includes the non-discrimination statement shown above.

	If the material is too small to permit the full statement include the following statement in print size no smaller than the main text:
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


2012 Media Release to use for OPEN SITES
USE SPONSOR LETTERHEAD


	For Immediate Release
	Contact Information:

	(Enter date here)






	(Your name and phone number here)


Summer Food Service Program for Children Announced
           (Sponsor Name)                   is participating in the Summer Food Service Program for Children.  Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture, the program is designed to ensure that children who rely on free or reduced price meals during the school year continue to have adequate nutrition throughout the summer.  Meals will be provided to all children without charge and are the same for all children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service. Meals are available to all children 18 years of age or younger at the following locations:

(List sites, dates of operation, and starting and ending times of meal service)
For additional information, contact        Sponsor Contact Person        at        Phone Number       .
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

2012 Media Release to use for CLOSED ENROLLED SITES & CAMP SITES
USE SPONSOR LETTERHEAD


	For Immediate Release
	Contact Information:

	(Enter date here)






	(Your name and phone number here)


Summer Food Service Program for Children Announced
           (Sponsor Name)                   is participating in the Summer Food Service Program for Children.  Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture, the program is designed to ensure that children who rely on free or reduced price meals during the school year continue to have adequate nutrition throughout the summer.  

Participating children who are members of food stamp households or receive Reach Up benefits are automatically eligible to receive free meal benefits at eligible program sites.  Children who are members of families with gross incomes at or below the levels in the chart below are also eligible for free meals at eligible program sites. 
	Household

Size
	Yearly 
	Monthly
	Twice per Month
	Every Two Weeks
	Weekly

	1
	20,147
	1,679
	840
	775
	388

	2
	27,214
	2,268
	1,134
	1,047
	524

	3
	34,281
	2,857
	1,429
	1,319
	660

	4
	41,348
	3,446
	1,723
	1,591
	796

	5
	48,415
	4,035
	2,018
	1,863
	932

	6
	55,482
	4,624
	2,312
	2,134
	1,067

	7
	62,549
	5,213
	2,607
	2,406
	1,203

	8
	69,616
	5,802
	2,901
	2,678
	1,339

	For each additional household member add
	7,067
	589
	295
	272
	136


Acceptance and participation requirements for the Program and all activities are the same for all regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service.  Meals will be provided at these sites and times:
(List sites, dates of operation, and starting and ending times of meal service)
For enrollment information, contact         Sponsor Contact Person      at        Phone Number.       
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Due June 1











