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Reflective Essay

Read this quotation. Think about what it means and how it applies to your life.

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.

—Dorothy Parker

@ \What does this quotation mean to you? Write a reflective essay using personal experience or
observations to show how the quotation applies to your life.

10.14 Expressive Writing: Reflective Essay

10.14.1 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
engaging the reader by establishing context (purpose)

10.14.2 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions
by analyzing a condition or situation of significance (e.g., reflecting on a personal learning or
personal growth), or developing a commonplace, concrete occasion as the basis for the reflection

10.14.3 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
using an organizational structure that allows for a progression of ideas to develop

10.14.4 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
using a range of elaboration techniques (i.e., questioning, comparing, connecting, interpreting,
analyzing, or describing) to establish a focus

10.14.5 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
providing closure—Ileaving the reader with something to think about
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10.1 Structures of Language
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

10.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

10.1.3 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts
EXAMPLES (of text structures): description, sequence, chronology, proposition/support, compare/
contrast, problem/solution, cause/effect, investigation, deductive/inductive

10.1.4 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context

10.9 Writing Conventions
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

10.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
EXAMPLES: subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent, consistency of verb tense, case of
pronouns

10.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: hyphens, dashes, parentheses

10.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
EXAMPLES: identifying relationships among roots and common pre/suffixes, including foreign
derivation




Scoring Guide:
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Score

Description

purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly
stated purpose focuses the writing

intentionally organized for effect

fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
well-organized and coherent throughout

details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
generally organized and coherent

details are relevant and mostly support purpose

well-constructed sentences; uses language well

may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

writing has a general purpose

some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

some relevant details support purpose

uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
generalizes or lists details

lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

incoherent or underdeveloped organization

random information

rudimentary or deficient use of language

serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

response is totally incorrect or irrelevant
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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e purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
« intentionally organized for effect

« fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

« distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

* consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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e purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
* intentionally organized for effect

« fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

« distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

« consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

well-organized and coherent throughout

details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)
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» purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

» well-organized and coherent throughout

* details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

» strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
 consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)
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* purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

» generally organized and coherent

* details are relevant and mostly support purpose

» well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)
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» purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

» generally organized and coherent

* details are relevant and mostly support purpose

» well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example A)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example A)
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e writing has a general purpose

e some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e some relevant details support purpose

e uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
* may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example B)
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» writing has a general purpose

» some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e some relevant details support purpose

» uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
* may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2 (Example A)
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 attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

« little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
 generalizes or lists details

« lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2 (Example B)
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 attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

« little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
 generalizes or lists details

* lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

 errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1 (Example A)
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* lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

 incoherent or underdeveloped organization

» random information

 rudimentary or deficient use of language

* serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1 (Example B)
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* lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

* incoherent or underdeveloped organization

» random information

 rudimentary or deficient use of language

* serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

28




NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 0
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