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1.8
Report
Benchmarks

In written reports, students organize and convey information and ideas accurately and
effectively. Thisis evident when students:

PreK-4:

A. Analyze a situation based on information gathered, and suggest a course of action based
on the information, and

B. Discuss asituation or problem, then predict its possible outcomes based on information

gathered.

Engage the reader and develop a controlling idea;

Use appropriate organizing structures; and

Use arange of appropriate elaboration strategies such as including appropriate facts and

details, describing the subject or narrating a relevant anecdote.

mooO

5-8: Evidence PreK-4 applies, plus-

F. Organize information gathered through reading, interviews, questionnaires, and
experiments so that areader can easily understand what is being conveyed,

G. Establish an authoritative stance on a subject, and appropriately identify and address the
reader’ s needs to know;

H. Include appropriate facts and details, excluding extraneous and inappropriate
information; and

|. Develop acontrolling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject.

9-12: Evidence PreK — 8 applies, plus-

J. Useavariety of strategiesto develop the report, and
K. Organizetext in aframework appropriate to purpose, audience, and context.

10th Grade Benchmarks

“Louis XIV” 5/3
“Secret Communication of Wolves” 4/3
“Malcolm X” 4/3
“Knights’ 3/3
“Owen Hart’s Death” 2/3
“lcelandic Culture” 212
“Daniel Chester French” 1/2
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VERMONT NEW STANDARDS RUBRIC FOR

REPORTS: WRITING TO INFORM

Standard 1.8 In written reports, students organize and convey information and ideas accurately and effectively.

Criteria ScorePoint 5 Score Point 4 Score Point 3 Score Point 2 ScorePoint 1
Exceedsthe Accomplished Intermediate Basic Writing Limited Writing
Standards Writing Writing
PURPOSE, Meets all the A sense of purpose States controlling Defines subject witha | May only state topic.
STANCE criterialisted in stated strongly or idealfocus but may simple statement
VOICE/TONE scorepoint4and | implied, unifiesand not use it effectively rather than controlling
(Contralling | dea) uses strategies focusesthereport. to unify report. idealfocus.
not always
Evidence of thought of for
gathered reporting Showsa clear sense Shows evidence of Conveysalack of Rarely conveys
information information — of direction having a general evident purpose. writer’sintent.
Analysisof a e.g., personal appropriatetoits rather than a focused
situation anecdotes or purpose. purpose in presenting
followed by a | dramatization information.
suggested impart
course of informationinan | Stanceisthat of a Stanceisthat of a May be a monotone Monotone (voice &
action entertaining way. | knowledgeable person who has a (voice & tone). tone).
Prediction of person presenting desire to convey
possible Precise use of relevant information | gathered information Stance is
outcomesof a | languageconveys | (voice & tone). but sense of audience undeveloped.
situation intent clearly and isvague (voice &
Appropriate concisely. tone).
stance
Anticipation The writer may Context isclear Establishes sufficient May offer little Seems unaware of
of reader reflect on the throughout. context. context. reader concerns or
needs significance of needs; no context.
theinformation.
ORGANIZATION | Showsan Organized in a Generally usesa Usually shows an Showslittle or no
AND exceptional pattern or predictable pattern. organized plan but evidence of
COHERENCE awareness of framework suited to may have digressions. | purposeful
. Appropriate readers’ concerns | purpose, audience, organization.
patterns: and needs. and context.
chronological;
historical- May demonstrate | Strong overall Has overall Has general May lack coherence;
specific t(’J an unusual coherence and coherence; usessome | coherence, stayson no transitions.
general; pattern or balance; uses transitions. topic but may show
general o framework in transitions. Tight weak transitions
specific; which to embed construction without between paragraphs
causal: ' information. extraneous material. or sentences.
z?ﬂ;?ntlal, Thewriter is Compelling opening, | Clear beginning, May have alengthy
appropriate for extremely strong informative midd_l e and (_end; may | opening and abrupt
specific report selectivein body, and satisfying provide considerable closure; may present
Overall presentir_lg conclusion information. _random pi ts of
coherence information, (organization). information.
including
relevant material
and excluding
E'II'_QE'IQ gg I-II-_:ISO N that whichwould | Usesa var iety of General information, Relieson genergl‘ R’_andom,
DETAILS ' clutter the report. | elaboration not well supported by rath(_er than specific dlsconnected,_ a_nd/or
] Using specific strategies effectively | concrete examples. details. May use unfocused opinions
concrete ' and appropriately; irrelevant details, with some scattered
Strategies C|éee‘§erddamce$$ Iqften presented in a facts.
. n . 1st.
ggrzgz;r;gg’ Detailsarerelevant
: 9 tothetopic, purpose,
gl;m(:rl|r|]3?ng and audience.
Reporting Provides depth of Some information May rely on opinion | Presentsvery little
conversaion information. may beirrelevant. rather than facts. information.
Reviewing the
history
Explaining the
possibilities
Creating a
scenario
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Thisrubric is adapted from materials created by the New Standards Project.
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REPORTS

Reports: Standard 1.8 In written reports, students organize and convey information and ideas accurately and
effectively. Thisis evident when students: (PreK —4) a. Analyze a situation based on information gathered, and
suggest a course of action based on the information; b. Discuss a situation or problem, then predict its possible
outcomes based on information gathered; c. Engage the reader and develop a controlling idea; d. Use appropriate
organizing structures; e. Use arange of appropriate elaboration strategies such as including appropriate facts and
details, describing the subject, or narrating arelevant anecdote (5 —8) f. Organize information gathered through
reading, interviews, questionnaires, and experiments so that a reader can easily understand what is being conveyed;
g. Establish an authoritative stance on a subject, and appropriately identify and address the reader’ s need to know;
h. Include appropriate facts and details, excluding extraneous and inappropriate information; i. Develop a
controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject; (9 —12) j. Use avariety of strategies to develop the
report; k. Organize text in aframework appropriate to purpose, audience, and context.

REPORT S — Writing that results from gathering, investigating, and organizing facts and thoughts on a topic.
GLOSSARY

Citations — Acknowledgment and documentation of sources of information.
Context -The set of facts or circumstances surrounding an event or a situation.

Coherence — The arrangement of ideas in such away that the reader can easily follow from one point to another.
Quality writing is achieved when all ideas are logically integrated, arranged, connected, and clearly articul ated.

Controlling Idea— Thisis the main idea that runs throughout the paper.

Elabor ation — The development and expansion of ideas, characters, and descriptions by adding the right details; to
be effective, details should be vivid, colorful, and appeal to the senses. Details can be descriptive, sensory, and/or
reflective.

Focus — The concentration on a specific topic to give it emphasis or clarity.

Monotone — Writing that is without style, manner, or color. It reflects a sameness of words and tone without
variation and becomes monotonous to read.

Purpose — The basic purpose of areport isto inform readers, to share facts, details, insights and conclusions about
the topic.

Stance — The attitude or position of the author.

Thesis A statement of the purpose, intent, or main idea. It is the writer’ s unifying, controlling idea about atopic. A
thesis statement usually contains two main elements: a subject (internet) and the specific stance, feeling, or feature
(the internet is a valuable research tool).

Tone—The writer's attitude toward the subject. Reports often have a serious, authoritative tone.

Topic — The subject covered in a piece of writing.

Transitions—Words or phrases that help tie ideas together; e.g., However, On the other hand, Since, Firgt, etc.
HINTS:

A report should not be an “everything you wanted to know about...” paper. It should have atopic with a controlling
idea/focus that controls the entire work.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Report) 3
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LOUISXIV

King X1V appointed himself the “Sun King” because he felt he shined in France.
He did, in fact, shine; not only in France but over all of Europe. During hisreign Louis
X1V made numerous contributions to and improvements in France. One of his greatest
accomplishments was the construction of the palace of Versailles. Versailles became the
prestigious center of France' s distinguished government. Many other countries tried to
duplicate Versailles in hopes that their countries would be as successful as France. The
grandness of Versailles symbolizes the greatness of France during the reign of King
Louis X1V.

During his great reign Louis X1V made many important decisions. The most
successful decision Louis made was to move the French government from Paristo his
paace, Versallesin 1682. While Versailles becomes the glorious symbol of Louis's
reign, it did not start out that way. In 1623 Louis XII1 built the original Versailles out of
bricks, date and stone as a hunting lodge. Later he had Philibert le Roy enlarge the
hunting lodge. In 1661 Louis X1V had Louis le Vau build a second building around the
original chateau in Italian Baroque style. When le Vau died in 1670,Francoisd’ Orbay
took over the construction of Versailles. (“Discovering Places,” website). During this
construction, 40,000 workmen were used at one time. The cost of the construction was
hundreds of millionsin modern money (“Louis X1V,” website). When it was all done
“Versailles enhanced the prestige of the French to have such a magnificent center of
government” (“Louis XIV,” website). It was the right place for the person known as the

Sun King.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports) 4



Vermont Department of Education

Since Louis was the Sun King, it was expected that everything would revolve
around him. By looking at the day of Louis XIV asit wasin Versailles, it can be seen
how Versailles symbolizes hisreign. At 8:30 am the levee took place. The “lucky
people”’ in the palace had the privilege of witnessing the waking, washing, combing and
dressing of the king in his bedchamber. “Louis XIV’s bedchamber occupied the exact
center of the chateau from 1701 onward. It was akey setting for events in the Sun King's
day and was arranged to reflect this ceremonial function.” (“Discovering the Places’
website). The bedchamber was placed in the middle of the palace where all of the palace
inhabitants could revolve around it. Everything that went on in the palace and in France
was expected to be centered around Louis. His bedchamber reflected his position as the
center of France.

After the levee and a thirty-minute religious service at the Royal chapel, Louis
mew with his council in the Grand Apartments. These apartments contained many
beautiful salons. Each of the salons was painted in the theme of one of the seven planets
by Felibien des Avaux in 1674. Felebien said, “...since the sun is the emblem of the
King, seven planets were taken to serve as the subject of the paintings of the seven salons
of this apartment” (Discovering Places). The seven salons were the planets that revolved
around Louis as the sun. Once again, Louis was the inspiration for the elaborate
decorations in the Grand Apartments and everything in Versailles was centered around
him.

This grandness was al so reflected in the work that Louis did for France in these
apartments. The main concept behind Louis sreign, as stated before, was that he had

absolute power in France because of centralizing the government. The way he
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centralized the government was by giving more authority to the crown, creating a more
effective way of tax collecting, giving himself more control of local administrators,
greatly increasing the military force and making huge government building projects
(Jagger, Website). Versailles was obviously one of the huge government building
projects. The grandness of this building was part of his plan for making his reign even
greater.

Though Louis had most of the power, he did have a number of councils that met
in these Grand Apartments. The council’s work was divided by the topics they dealt with
like state affairs, finances, domestic affairs and religious affairs. Louis's council
consisted of five or six ministers who advised him, but Louis always made the final
decision. He believed, “Two things without a doubt were absolutely necessary: very hard
work on my part and a wise choice of persons capable of seconding it” (Rule, 46). This
shows that he did look for support from people in his council, but he was dwaysin
charge in the work done in the Grand A partments.

Being in charge allowed Louis to get the credit for the great contributions that he
and his council gave to France. One of Louis' s greatest contributions was increasing
education. He founded the academics of painting, sculpture, science and architecture.
He also broke ground when he and his wife, Madame de Maintenon, set up a school for
French women in 1688. At this school women learned poetry, letter writing, discussion,
music, math, mythology, geography, dancing, needlework and more (Pinkam, “The Sun
King Rules’). Another contribution that Louis made to France was building Invalides, a
home for disabled veterans. He aso beautified Paris by planning the great avenue of

Champ-Elysees and refurbishing Notre Dame. Thiswas al part of his modernization of
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France, which benefited the French people. These things were accomplished by actions
that took place in the “heavenly” salonsin Versailles with the Sun King and his council.
But never think that he let the council rule. When instructing his grandson Philip who
was to be the king of Spain he said, “...one of the most important pieces of advice that |
can give you: never allow yourself to be ruled; be the master; have no favourites or prime
minister; listen to and consult your Council, but do decide yourself” (Rule, 42).

Louis' s accomplishments were not just in domestic affairs; they also included
military affairs. He was proud of what he did with the military and he had one of the
most famous part of Versailles, the Hall of Mirrors, reflect this. “On the signing of the
Treaty of Nijmegen, which represented the high point of hisreign, Louis X1V ordered the
artist Le Brun to depict his government’ s accomplishments on the ceiling of the hall”
(Discovering Places, Website). Louisis shown in the hall many times with his head
painted on bodies of other powerful figures including a Roman emperor and someone
who is victorious over foreign powers. Evenin war Louiswastrying to improve his
country. He gained territory in the eastern frontier by successfully invading Holland. He
also gained territory by being allowed to keep Flanders and land aong the Rhine River.
When he wrote a treaty he also made sure that he would be in control. “In every treaty,
insert a clause which can easily be violated, so that the entire agreement can be broken in
the case the interests of the State make it expedient to do so” (Seldes, 250). This may not
make him entirely ethical, but it shows how he could remain in control and how he had
France' sinterest at heart. Even though no country can remain the most powerful forever,
Louis ruled France when it was mighty. “One could say that in or about the time period

of 1670 to 1680 France was clearly the number one power in Europe” (Jagger, Website).
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Louis had that power depicted in the Hall Mirrorsin Versailles, where he signed treaties.
Louis signed treaties in this hall where his power was reflected many times. Obviously to
intimidate the leaders from the countries with which he was signing a treaty.

The Hall of Mirrors was not the only place where the art made Louis seem
powerful. Throughout Versailles the art was centered around Louis and his grandness.
Louis' s patronage of the arts “brought a great flowering of French culture” (“Louis XIV,”
Encarta). Cultureisthe areathat left the longest lasting influence of Louis XIV in the
world. InVersailles there were 29,500 pieces of art. This number included “6,000
paintings, 1,500 drawings, 15,000 engravings, 2,100 sculptures, 5,000 items of furniture’
(“Discovering Places,” website). These were not just the works of the common artist, but
pieces by major European artists. Some of these artists were Levalentin, Van Dyck,
Domenichino and Lanfranco. Charles Lebrun was the chief painter and the head of the
Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. Louis s support of these artists encouraged
the development of talent in France and other places in Europe. His patronage of the arts
supported not only painters and scul ptures, but also supported literature. Wars and
treaties may be remembered for along time, but the arts that are left by a country make a
greater impression and tend to glorify the civilization for much longer. Louis XIV made
sure France left that kind of legacy and Versailles symbolizes that glory.

When you walk into Versallesit is atruly amazing sight. The impact of the
palace stays with you for along time. That is exactly like the impact that Louis X1V had
on France and then the world. “If you were to identify the king whose reign coincided

with the most glorious period of culture in his country’s history, you would answer Louis
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XIV” (Jagger, website). Louis worked hard to make Versailles just as glorious as he was,

and it worked. Versallestruly isthe grand symbol of the greatness of Louis XIV’sreign.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports) 9
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1.8 Reports

Effectiveness=5
LOUISXIV Conventions= 3

King X1V appointed himself the “ Sun King” because he felt he shined in France.
Hedid, in fact, shine; not only in France but over all of Europe. During hisreign Louis
X1V made numerous contributions to and improvements in France. One of his greatest

accomplishments was the construction of the palace of Versailles. Versailles became the

prestigious center of France's distinguished government. Many other countries tried to

duplicate Versailles in hopes that their countries would be as successful as France. The

grandness of Versailles symbolizes the greatness of France during the reign of King Louis

XIV.
During his great reign Louis X1V made many important decisions. The most
successful decision Louis made was to move the French government from Paristo his

paace, Versaillesin 1682. While Versailles becomes the glorious symbol of Louis's

reign, it did not start out that way. In 1623 Louis X111 built the original Versailles out of

bricks, date and stone as a hunting lodge. Later he had Philibert le Roy enlarge the
hunting lodge. In 1661 Louis X1V had Louis le Vau build a second building around the
origina chateau in Italian Baroque style. When le Vau died in 1670, Francoisd’ Orbay
took over the construction of Versailles. (“Discovering Places,” website). During this
construction, 40,000 workmen were used at one time. The cost of the construction was

hundreds of millions in modern money (“Louis X1V,” website). When it was all done

“Versailles enhanced the prestige of the French to have such a magnificent center of

government” (“Louis X1V,” website). It was the right place for the person known as the
Sun King.
Since Louis was the Sun King, it was expected that everything would revolve

around him. By looking at the day of Louis X1V asit wasin Versalles, it can be seen

how Versailles symbolizes hisreign. At 8:30 am the levee took place. The “lucky
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people’ in the palace had the privilege of witnessing the waking, washing, combing and
dressing of the king in his bedchamber. “Louis XIV's bedchamber occupied the exact
center of the chateau from 1701 onward. It was akey setting for eventsin the Sun King's
day and was arranged to reflect this ceremonial function.” (“Discovering the Places’
website). The bedchamber was placed in the middle of the palace where al of the palace

inhabitants could revolve around it. Everything that went on in the palace and in France

was expected to be centered around Louis._His bedchamber reflected his position as the

center of France.

After the levee and a thirty-minute religious service at the Royal chapel, Louis
met with his council in the Grand Apartments. These apartments contained many
beautiful salons. Each of the salons was painted in the theme of one of the seven planets
by Felibien des Avaux in 1674. Felebien said, “...since the sun is the emblem of the
King, seven planets were taken to serve as the subject of the paintings of the seven salons
of this apartment” (Discovering Places). The seven salons were the planets that revolved

around Louis as the sun. Once again, Louis was the inspiration for the elaborate

him. Effective transition

This grandness was a so reflected in the work that Louis did for France in these

apartments. The main concept behind Louis sreign, as stated before, was that he had
absolute power in France because of centralizing the government. The way he
centralized the government was by giving more authority to the crown, creating a more
effective way of tax collecting, giving himself more control of local administrators,
greatly increasing the military force and making huge government building projects
(Jagger, Website). Versailles was obviously one of the huge government building

projects. _The grandness of this building was part of his plan for making his reign even

greater.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)
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Though Louis had most of the power, he did have a number of councils that met

in these Grand Apartments. The council’s work was divided by the topics they dealt with

like state affairs, finances, domestic affairs and religious affairs. Louis's council Writer usesa
variety of

consisted of five or six ministers who advised him, but Louis always made the final elaboration
strategies

decision. He believed, “Two things without a doubt were absolutely necessary: very hard
work on my part and a wise choice of persons capable of seconding it” (Rule, 46). This
shows that he did look for support from people in his council, but he was alwaysin
charge in the work done in the Grand Apartments.

Being in charge allowed Louis to get the credit for the great contributions that he

and his council gave to France One of Louis' s greatest contributions was increasing

education. He founded the academics of painting, sculpture, science and architecture.
He also broke ground when he and his wife, Madame de Maintenon, set up a school for
French women in 1688. At this school women learned poetry, letter writing, discussion,
music, math, mythology, geography, dancing, needlework and more (Pinkam, “The Sun
King Rules’). Another contribution that Louis made to France was building Invalides, a
home for disabled veterans. He aso beautified Paris by planning the great avenue of
Champ-Elysees and refurbishing Notre Dame. Thiswas all part of his modernization of
France, which benefited the French people. These things were accomplished by actions

that took place in the “heavenly” salonsin Versailles with the Sun King and his council.

Relates
But never think that he let the council rule. When instructing his grandson Philip who paragraph
> information
was to be the king of Spain he said, “...one of the most important pieces of advice that | to thesis

can give you: never allow yourself to be ruled; be the master; have no favourites or prime

minister; listen to and consult your Council, but do decide yourself” (Rule, 42). J
Louis' s accomplishments were not just in domestic affairs; they also included
military affairs. He was proud of what he did with the military and he had one of the

most famous part of Versailles, the Hall of Mirrors, reflect this. “On the signing of the
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Treaty of Nijmegen, which represented the high point of hisreign, Louis X1V ordered the

artist Le Brun to depict his government’ s accomplishments on the ceiling of the hall”

(Discovering Places, Website). Louisis shown in the hall many times with his head

painted on bodies of other powerful figures including a Roman emperor and someone

who is victorious over foreign powers. Evenin war Louis was trying to improve his

country. He gained territory in the eastern frontier by successfully invading Holland. He
also gained territory by being allowed to keep Flanders and land along the Rhine River.

When he wrote a treaty he also made sure that he would be in control. “In every treaty,

insert a clause which can easily be violated, so that the entire agreement can be broken in
the case the interests of the State make it expedient to do so” (Seldes, 250). This may not
make him entirely ethical, but it shows how he could remain in control and how he had
France' sinterest at heart. Even though no country can remain the most powerful forever,
Louis ruled France when it was mighty. “One could say that in or about the time period
of 1670 to 1680 France was clearly the number one power in Europe” (Jagger, Website).

Louis had that power depicted in the Hall Mirrorsin Versailles, where he signed treaties.

Louis signed treaties in this hall where his power was reflected many times. Obviously to
intimidate the leaders from the countries with which he was signing a treaty.
The Hall of Mirrors was not the only place where the art made L ouis seem

powerful. Throughout Versailles the art was centered around L ouis and his grandness.

Louis's patronage of the arts “brought a great flowering of French culture” (“Louis X1V,”

Encarta). Cultureisthe areathat |eft the longest lasting influence of Louis X1V in the

world. In Versailles there were 29,500 pieces of art. This number included “6,000
paintings, 1,500 drawings, 15,000 engravings, 2,100 sculptures, 5,000 items of furniture”
(“Discovering Places,” website). These were not just the works of the common artist, but
pieces by major European artists. Some of these artists were Levalentin, Van Dyck,

Domenichino and Lanfranco. Charles Lebrun was the chief painter and the head of the

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)
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Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. Louis s support of these artists encouraged
the development of talent in France and other places in Europe. His patronage of the arts

supported not only painters and scul ptures, but also supported literature. Wars and treaties

may be remembered for along time, but the arts that are left by a country make a greater

impression and tend to glorify the civilization for much longer. Louis X1V made sure

France | eft that kind of legacy and Versailles symbolizes that glory.

When you walk into Versaillesit is atruly amazing sight. The impact of the

palace stays with you for along time. That is exactly like the impact that Louis X1V had

on France and then the world. “If you were to identify the king whose reign coincided

with the most glorious period of culture in his country’s history, you would answer Louis
XIV” (Jagger, website). Louis worked hard to make Versailles just as glorious as he was,

and it worked. Versallestruly is the grand symbol of the greatness of Louis XI1V'sreign.

Effectiveness Score 5

Restates
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Statement

Conclusion
effective with
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This piece meets all the criteria of a Score Point 4. It isevident that the student clearly
processed and synthesized the researched information. There is a strong control of purpose.

Thethesis clearly unifies the report and is sustained throughout the piece. Metaphoric

language of “ center” and “sun” are used often. This, aswell as the effective use of transitions,

adds to the coherence.

Thereport informsin great depth, using a variety of elaboration strategies - anecdotes,
guotes, concrete details and statistics. The voice isthat of a knowledgeable person. In addition,

the precise language conveys intent clearly, and the writer embeds reflection on the
significance of the information (Score Point 5 qualities).

Conventions Score 3

Thiswriting demonstrates consistent control of grade-level conventions.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)
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Grade 10

The Secret Communication of Wolves

A long piercing how! shatters the quiet night of a northern forest. The howl
grows into a chorus of yelps and barks, and the valley echosto the chilling sound. The
leader of the pack starts the noise, while other pack members, as well as other wolf packs,
joinin (O’ Toole 22).

Among wolves, communication is avery highly developed skill. For instance, the
how! of the pack leader has many different meanings. Most of the time alone howl isa
warning for other packs. It tells them to stay away, for there are many young to be
protected and food to be guarded (O’ Toole 23). A howl can also be away of marking
thelr territory. Many wolves howl when they feel another pack istoo close. Some
wolves howl when they are lost or trying to find another member of the pack. Most
wolves use this howl at least once a day to locate missing pups or other pack members
(Primate).

To wolves, the territory that they occupy (the territory of some packs may cover
20-120 square miles) islike a house to a human being. They feel that they must protect it
al times, and, other packs must not trespass. Neighboring packs may share up to amile
of territory, but rarely will they share more than that (Primate). All wolves know that if
they run through another pack’s territory, they run the risk of being killed (Primate). In
addition, wolves mark their territory by scent (mostly urine). This helps all wolves know
where their territory begins.

Like humans, the wolf has three main avenues of communication, postural (body
language); vocal (the how! or snarl); and olfactory (scent) (Wolfhaven). The scent isthe

most commonly used, and probably the most important. Besides marking territory, it
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helps show food ownership, as well as acting as a road map for themselves. Wolves aso
have scent glands between their toes, which leaves their scent wherever they go
(Primate).

Moreover, much communication is done through body language. Many postures
have been evolved to reduce conflict and aggression among pack members. Facia
expressions are the most obvious. Generally, bared teeth with ears erect and pointed back
can indicate a threat by a dominant male (Wolfhaven). In contrast, a closed mouth,
ditlike eyes, and ears pulled forward (and close to their head) will most likely indicate
subordinate behavior (Wolfhaven). Wolves also use their tail position to communicate
emotion. Threatening wolves hold their tails high, almost perpendicular, while more
submissive wolves lower themselves before dominant pack members. These lower class
members often have their tails tucked between their legs (Primate). A wolf that has been
defeated in afight can avoid being attacked by its victorious companion by taking a
posture similar to that of a pup begging for food (University of Oklahoma Press 91).

Wolves must communicate at all times when they are hunting. They have to work
together to catch most of their food (due to the size of the food that they hunt). The
concept that wolves useis called the “Pincer Attack” (Baily 91). When using the pincer
attack, the pack splitsin two groups and surround the prey (mostly deer, sheep, and other
medium-sized mammals). One of the groups causes a diversion, while the other half
ambushes the helpless prey. Wolves can move quickly and quietly. Many of them
operate on stamina rather then on sudden bursts of speed (Baily 85). Because of the
cooperation of the group, when it comes to hunting, the pack usually ends up victorious,

and they have enough food for a couple of days. If they pack gets abig kill, then the
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leader will have the next strongest male guard the kill during the night to keep off other
animals.

Like other animals, wolves communicate with asocia ladder. They have one
dominant male (usually the leader of the pack) (Primate). Thiswolf has many
responsibilities. He has to make sure that all the other wolves don’t get out of line, and
makes sure that there is harmony among the group. The pack leader does this by barking
at the other wolves and fighting with the other males. Normally, the pack leader will not
fight with the females of the pack unlessit is necessary (Timberwolf). With the leader
comes adominant female. Together they are known as the breeding pair. These two are
in charge of the pack, raising the young, selecting denning areas and rendezvous sites,
capturing food, and maintaining the pack’ s territory (Primate). These two wolves are
also responsible for the offspring. Not many of the other wolves mate for offspring
because that is the dominant pair’sjob. Every year the dominant pair will produce one
litter of pups. These pups take the place of the older wolves that are too old to hunt.
Because the pack is so close and they communicate all the time, many of the other female
wolves help the dominant female with taking care of the young (Wolfhaven). The
dominant female will assign each pup to an older female. This helps the other females
learn how to be a mother, and it hel ps the dominant female so she can hunt and not have
to worry about taking care of her young.

If only humans could communicate as well as wolves, today’s society would be
wonderful. Wolves methods of communication are ssmple and usually resolve conflicts

without violence. Wolves have been living together for many, many years so they must
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be doing something right. Maybe we can learn something from the wolves instead of

trying to make them extinct.

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)
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The Secret Communication of Wolves

1.8 Report

Effectiveness=4
Conventions=3

A long piercing howl! shatters the quiet night of a northern forest. The howl

grows into a chorus of yelps and barks, and the valley echosto the chilling sound. The

leader of the pack starts the noise, while other pack members, as well as other wolf packs,

joinin (O’ Toole 22).

Transition

4

Among wolves, communication is avery highly developed skill. For instance, the

how! of the pack leader has many different meanings. Most of the time alone howl! isa

warning for other packs. It tells them to stay away, for there are many young to be

transition

protected and food to be guarded (O’ Toole 23). A howl can also be away of marking

their territory. Many wolves howl when they feel another pack istoo close. Some

wolves how! when they are lost or trying to find another member of the pack. Most

wolves use this howl at least once a day to locate missing pups or other pack members

(Primate).

To wolves, the territory that they occupy (the territory of some packs may cover

metaphorical language

20-120 square miles) is like a house to a human being. They fedl that they must protect it

all times, and, other packs must not trespass. Neighboring packs may share up to amile

of territory, but rarely will they share more than that (Primate). All wolves know that if

they run through another pack’ s territory, they run the risk of being killed (Primate). In

addition, wolves mark their territory by scent (mostly urine). This helps all wolves know

where their territory begins.

Like humans, the wolf has three main avenues of communication, postural (body

language); vocal (the how! or snarl); and olfactory (scent) (Wolfhaven). The scent isthe

most commonly used, and probably the most important. Besides marking territory, it

helps show food ownership, as well as acting as aroad map for themselves. Wolves also
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have scent glands between their toes, which leaves their scent wherever they go
(Primate).

good transition /

Moreover, much communication is done through body language. Many

Refersto
thesis

postures

have been evolved to reduce conflict and aggression among pack members. Facial

expressions are the most obvious. Generally, bared teeth with ears erect and pointed back

good transition
can indicate a threat by a dominant male (Wolfhaven). In contrast, a closed mouth,
dlitlike eyes, and ears pulled forward (and close to their head) will most likely indicate
transition

subordinate behavior (Wolfhaven). Wolves also use their tail position to communicate

emotion. Threatening wolves hold their tails high, amost perpendicular, while more

submissive wolves lower themselves before dominant pack members. These lower class

members often have their tails tucked between their legs (Primate). A wolf that has been

defeated in afight can avoid being attacked by its victorious companion by taking a

posture similar to that of a pup begging for food (University of Oklahoma Press 91).
Wolves must communicateat al times when they are hunting. They have to

work together to catch most of their food (due to the size of the food that they hunt). The

concept that wolves use is called the “ Pincer Attack” (Baily 91). When using the pincer

attack, the pack splitsin two groups and surround the prey (mostly deer, sheep, and other

medium-sized mammals). One of the groups causes a diversion, while the other half

ambushes the helpless prey. Wolves can move quickly and quietly. Many of them operate

on stamina rather then on sudden bursts of speed (Baily 85). Because of the cooperation

of the group, when it comes to hunting, the pack usually ends up victorious, and they
have enough food for a couple of days. If they pack gets abig kill, then the leader will

have the next strongest male guard the kill during the night to keep off other animals.

Like other animals, wolves communicate with a social ladder. They have one

dominant male (usually the leader of the pack) (Primate). Thiswolf has many
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responsibilities. He has to make surethat all the other wolves don't get out of line, and

makes sure that there is harmony among the group. The pack leader does this by barking

at the other wolves and fighting with the other males. Normally, the pack leader will not
fight with the females of the pack unlessit is necessary (Timberwolf). With the leader

comes adominant female. Together they are known as the breeding pair. Thesetwo are

in charge of the pack, raising the young, selecting denning areas and rendezvous sites,

capturing food, and maintaining the pack’ sterritory (Primate). These two wolves are
also responsible for the offspring. Not many of the other wolves mate for offspring
because that is the dominant pair'sjob. Every year the dominant pair will produce one
litter of pups. These pups take the place of the older wolves that are too old to hunt.
Because the pack is so close and they communicate all the time, many of the other female
wolves help the dominant female with taking care of the young (Wolfhaven). The

dominant female will assign each pup to an older female. This helps the other females learn

how to be a mother, and it helps the dominant female so she can hunt and not have to worry
about taking care of her young.

If only humans could communicate as well as wolves, today’ s society would be

wonderful. Wolves' methods of communication are smple and usually resolve conflicts

without violence. Wolves have been living together for many, many years so they must

Depth of
elaboration
through
precise
language and
concrete
details

Refersto
thesis as
well as
synthesizes
the material
and makes a
personal
connection.

be doing something right. Maybe we can learn something from the wolves instead of

"Ahal" statement

trying to make them extinct.

Effectiveness Score 4

Thisreport has a strong sense of purpose. The focus unifiesthe report. The stance is of
a knowledgeabl e person presenting relevant information in depth. Thereis a strong overall
coherence because of the skillful use of transitions. The writing has a compelling opening,

strong informative body, and a satisfying conclusion.

Conventions Score 3

Thiswriting demonstrates consistent control of grade-level conventions.
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Grade 10

Malcolm X

It takes a powerful being to move arace of people toward revolution.
Unfortunately, in order for arace to feel that need for revolution there must be oppression
among the people. Throughout the history of America, African-Americans have been
troubled with the prejudice held against them by white population. For yearsthey, as
people were brought and sold asif they were cattle; therefore, they lost freedom and
dignity. When slavery was abolished, it took again aslong as slavery had existed in the
United States for Black Americans to regain rights, dignity, and pride. This minority,
now, a strong and powerful culture in America, has been helped along thanks to powerful
black speakers throughout this century. One particular advocate for black power grew up
in atime where the discrimination and bigotry were apparent in everyday life. The
pregjudice Macolm X was exposed to as an African American child, and the hardships he
endured by white supremacists influenced him later in life to convert to the Black Muslim
religion because of the religious philosophies of racial separation and black power.

Malcolm Little, grew up during the 1930’ s in the Midwest raised by his mother,
father, and six older siblings. Malcolm’s first experience with white bigotry was not
directly toward him, for he was till in the womb. This attack took place in Omaha,
Nebraska at their residence. Very late into the night alocal group of Ku Klux Klan
members surrounded the Little's home on horseback showing rifles, shotguns, and
torches. They pounded on the door and when the pregnant Louise Little answered, the
Klan demanded for Earl, (her husband, and black minister). They were immediately
turned away by L ouise because Earl was not home. Seeing her pregnant condition, they

left with the warning for the preacher. “Get out of town because the good Christian white
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people won't stand for him disrupting the good Negroes with this ‘back to Africa
preaching of Marcus Garvey(2).” With that they kicked their horses and rode around the
house, smashing every window with the butt of their gun. After the encounter the family
packed up and moved away, feeling it was too dangerous to try to raise afamily in a
hostile environment (Malcolm 1-2).

Not only did Malcolm X hear of these stories, he aso at times experienced them.
Out of six uncles Malcolm knew, four of them died in attacks by white supremacist
groups-three were killed by white men, and the forth uncle, Macolm’s Uncle Oscar, was
shot by white police (Malcolm 2). These episodes very well could have led to Macolm
X’ s feelings towards white men in general. They had hurt everyone he knew and loved.
Naturally, he felt he needed complete and utter separation from the white race.

Malcolm described his mother, Louise Little, as an African who looked white.
Since she had come from Grenada in the British West Indies, Louise didn’t sound like an
average African American. She was mulatto, meaning one parent was white and one
black. Louise'sfather was white, and she shared nothing but shame with her children
about him. Mrs. Little never said for sure but implied that “the white man” had raped her
mother. Malcolm figured that was how he had inherited his lighter looks. (He was the
lightest child of the family.) That caused him to hate every drop of white blood in him.
Earl often beat hiswife and children, but never Malcolm. Malcolm thought that it was
because he was the lightest child, and even though his father was avidly anti-white, he
subconscioudly treated Malcolm better than the other children, perhaps due to the white

man’ s brainwashing of “whiter is better” (Malcolm 3-4).
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The last two of the last traumatic childhood experiences Macolm X suffered
through happened when two white men set fire to the Little home. Earl Little ran after
the arsonists with a pistol in hand, shooting after them. When the (white) police and
firemen finally showed up, they just watched the house burn to the ground. Malcolm
witnessed the whole account, outraged that a government force could just stand there
while their house was going up in flames. The death of Earl Little, which had the most
significant impact on young Malcolm, came in 1931. After an infuriating argument with
hiswife, Earl left the house. A few hours later the police knocked on the door and
informed Louise that her husband had been found dead next to the railroad tracks on the
outskirts of town, one side of his skull reportedly bashed in. A white supremacy group
was largely suspected of the homicide. Thisincident was the last straw in many ways for
the family and for young Malcolm (Malcolm 3).

After the death of her husband, Louise Little tried desperately to hold on to her
family and her sanity; however, with no means of income, the family soon relied on
welfare to stay alive. At many times the family didn’t even have a nickel to buy bread
with. Louise sometimes boiled dandelion greens to make some sort of broth. Soon, their
pride eroded; Malcolm would often hang around stores trying to steal whatever he could
get his hands on, but if he did steal anything his mother would whip him. This abuse
caused him to become really aggressive, and whenever the welfare agents came to the
house, they would focus on Malcolm. After afew years of living in poverty Louise Little
suffered a nervous breakdown and the children admitted her to mental institution
(Malcolm 12). Malcolm truly felt that all the problems he had experienced were direct

blows against him by the white race.
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As soon as Malcolm'’s mother was comitted, the children of the family were left
on their own. Malcolm ended up immersed in the life of the street. He led alife of
stealing and fighting. At seventeen, he left home to live with his half sister Ellain
Harlem, New York City. There, Macolm Little surprisingly got ajob as a shoeshine
boy, athough he still lived the life of a hustler. He met a pimp named “ Shorty” and they
became fast friends;, Malcolm became Shorty’ s apprentice, wearing a Zoot Suit and a
four-inch, blue feather hat. The two would go out to “groove’ pads and Malcolm
developed a passion for cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, and dancing. Little often gambled the
tip money he earned, shoe shining. To make extra money he pulled armed robberies and
stickups. Malcolm never left home without his pistol (Malcolm 56).

Thelife Malcolm led in New Y ork was dangerous and filled. Little ran favors for
pimps al around Harlem in hopes for drug money, but the favors soon landed Macolm in
the middle of a career of pimping himself. His drug addiction stronger and more serious,
Malcolm found himself addicted to cocaine, which led to heroin. He was caught putting
a stolen watch into ajewelry store to replace a crystal. His accomplices were Shorty and
two white women. At thetrial, after being sentenced and posted with $10,000 bail,
Malcolm commented to his lawyer that it was the girls that got them in trouble. The
lawyer replied with “you had no business with those white girls’(Malcolm 122,156).

During hisjail sentence Malcolm Little experienced a change in hislife. For the
first time he started to question why his life had been so awful. There, his brothers and
sistersintroduced him to the “Lost-found Nation of ISlam”. Which led by Elijah
Muhammed. Elijah’s philosophiesinspired Malcolm in away he had never dreamed of.

He began correspondence with Elijah with one shaky letter. Elijah’s response was fast;
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he sent him afive-dollar bill, courage and an idea to think about. He wrote, “the black
prisoner, symbolizes white society’ s crime of keeping black people oppressed, deprived,
and ignorant, unable to get decent jobs, turning them into criminals.” He signed his letter
“Messenger of Allah” (169). This letter was all it took for Malcolm to be convinced. He
began praying and changed his name to Malcolm X because Elijah informed him the “X”
symbolized his African name, lost when he arrived in America. The X could only be
replaced when God spoke his true name back to him (Malcolm 169, 199).

Reformed and out of jail in 1952, Malcolm X began speaking out on his
newfound philosophy: The white Christian world is evil, and the only way to survive if
you are black is to separate yourself in every way possible from white culture. He
became a minister of the faith and established a mosque in Philadel phia (W. Augustus
Low 544). The Muslim religion made alot of sense to Malcolm because every white
person he had been in contact with had hurt him. Hisfamily had fallen apart, his father
and uncles killed, and his life on the street were all direct results of the white culture. In
his mosgue X preached of racia separation, black self-defense, non-participation in white
society and religion, and western decadence and immortality (W. Augustus Low 544).

Malcolm X became quite well-known, and developed a large following. With this
he was able to found the newspaper Muhammed Speaks which acquired official Orthodox
(Azhar) recognition. From Philadel phia he ventured to New Y ork City to establish a
mosqgue in Harlem. He had knowledge of may blacks struggling there because he had
been there himself. His reputation increased more and more, and he became a threat to
many Muslim leaders. In 1963 he was suspended when he proposed the assassination of

JFK was a case of “chickens coming home to roost (W. Augustus Low 544).”
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During his suspension Malcolm X went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. Thisjourney
changed his philosophy and way of thinking. He began to believe all whites were not
evil, and the black struggle could be moved along with help from world organizations,
black, white, and civil rights groups. He found this belief while observing a large crowd
in the East. There was an enormous color pattern in the crowd; the white men were with
the whites, the Pakistanis with the Pakistanis, and the Blacks with the Blacks. He
realized al people are just naturally drawn to each other because they are the same race.
It's something they have in common, therefore, they might have more to talk about, or
relate to each other better, and there is no superior or inferior race (Malcolm 344). While
in Mecca he proclaimed to have his true God-given name, Al Hajj Malik al-Shabazz (W.
Augustus Low 544).

Finally he had found inner peace, with that Malcolm Little/Ma colm X/Al Hajj
Malik Al-Shabazz returned to America. Unfortunately he didn’t live much longer.
Members of a dissenting black group who did not agree with his new philosophies
murdered him. The media paid alot of attention to Malcolm, but the Nation of Islam
didn’t approve. He knew something was happening because he had received death
threats, and his home was firebombed on February 14, 1965. Two weeks later Malcolm
X was to speak at a conference in Harlem, New York. A few minutesinto his speech
three men stood up and fired 16 shots hitting him several times. X died before the
paramedics could arrive. The three men were later identified as members of the Nation
of Islam (LaBlanc 250).

Isthat ironic? How could a man with such hatred toward white men for so long

turn his opinion around and be killed by his own people? AsMalcolm himself predicted,
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And | can die having brought any light, having exposed
any meaningful truth that will help to destroy the racist

cancer that is malignant in the body of America-then all
the credit isdue to Allah. Only the mistakes have been
mine (Malcolm 382).

The prgjudice Malcolm X was exposed to as an African American child, and the
hardships he endured brought on by white supremacists influenced him later in life to
convert to the Black Muslim religion because of philosophies of racia separation and
black power. But he found in the end perhaps was what he had been looking for the

whole time, which was the question: why? What caused hislife to be so bad?
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1.8 Report

Effectiveness=4
Conventions= 3

Malcolm X

It takes a powerful being to move arace of people toward revolution.
Good transition
Unfortunately, in order for arace to feel that need for revolution there must be oppression

among the people. Throughout the history of America, African-Americans have been
troubled with the prejudice held against them by white population. For yearsthey, as
people were brought and sold as if they were cattle; therefore, they lost freedom and
dignity. When dlavery was abolished, it took again aslong as davery had existed in the
United States for Black Americans to regain rights, dignity, and pride. This minority,
now, a strong and powerful culture in America, has been helped along thanks to powerful
black speakers throughout this century. One particular advocate for black power grew up
in atime where the discrimination and bigotry were apparent in everyday life. The

prejudice Malcolm X was exposed to as an African American child, and the hardships he

endured by white supremacists influenced him later in life to convert to the Black Muslim

religion because of the religious philosophies of racial separation and black power.

Malcolm Little, grew up during the 1930’ s in the Midwest raised by his mother,

father, and six older siblings. Malcolm’sfirst experience with white bigotry was not

directly toward him, for he was still in the womb. This attack took place in Omaha,

Nebraska at their residence. Very late into the night aloca group of Ku Klux Klan
members surrounded the Little's home on horseback showing rifles, shotguns, and
torches. They pounded on the door and when the pregnant Louise Little answered, the
Klan demanded for Earl, (her husband, and black minister). They were immediately
turned away by L ouise because Earl was not home. Seeing her pregnant condition, they
left with the warning for the preacher. “Get out of town because the good Christian white

people won't stand for him disrupting the good Negroes with this ‘back to Africa
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preaching of Marcus Garvey(2).” With that they kicked their horses and rode around the
house, smashing every window with the butt of their gun. After the encounter the family
packed up and moved away, feeling it was too dangerous to try to raise afamily in a

hostile environment (Malcolm 1-2).

, . . . Transition
Not only did Malcolm X hear of these stories, he also at times experienced relates prior
them. Out of six uncles Malcolm knew, four of them died in attacks by white {or?rgggraph to
supremacist groups-three were killed by white men, and the forth uncle, Malcolm’s
Uncle Oscar, was shot by white police (Malcolm 2). These episodes very well could
have led to Malcolm X' s fedlings towards white men in general. They had hurt -
Connection

everyone he knew and loved. Naturally, he felt he needed complete and utter separation | to focus

from the white race.

Malcolm described his mother, Louise Little, as an African who looked white.
Since she had come from Grenada in the British West Indies, Louise didn’t sound like an
average African American. She was mulatto, meaning one parent was white and one
black. Louise' s father was white, and she shared nothing but shame with her children

about him. Mrs. Little never said for sure but implied that “the white man” had raped her

Depth of
mother. Malcolm figured that was how he had inherited his lighter looks. (He wasthe elaboration
lightest child of the family.) That caused him to hate every drop of white blood in him.

Earl often beat his wife and children, but never Malcolm. Malcolm thought that it was
because he was the lightest child, and even though his father was avidly anti-white, he
subconscioudly treated Malcolm better than the other children, perhaps due to the white
man’ s brainwashing of “whiter is better” (Macolm 3-4).
Relevant
The last two of the last traumatic childhood experiences Malcolm X suffered information
conveyed in
through happened when two white men set fire to the Little home. Earl Little ran after the stories from

Malcolm’'s

arsonists with a pistol in hand, shooting after them. When the (white) police and firemen past

finally showed up, they just watched the house burn to the ground. Malcolm witnessed
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the whole account, outraged that a government force could just stand there while their
house was going up in flames. The death of Earl Little, which had the most significant

impact on young Malcolm, camein 1931. After an infuriating argument with his wife,

Earl left the house. A few hours later the police knocked on the door and informed
Louise that her husband had been found dead next to the railroad tracks on the outskirts

of town, one side of his skull reportedly bashed in. A white supremacy group was largely

suspected of the homicide. Thisincident was the last straw in many ways for the family

and for young Macolm (Macolm 3).

After the death of her husband, Louise Little tried desperately to hold on to her
family and her sanity; however, with no means of income, the family soon relied on
welfare to stay aive. At many times the family didn’t even have a nickel to buy bread
with. Louise sometimes boiled dandelion greens to make some sort of broth. Soon, their
pride eroded; Malcolm would often hang around stores trying to steal whatever he could
get his hands on, but if he did steal anything his mother would whip him. This abuse
caused him to become really aggressive, and whenever the welfare agents came to the
house, they would focus on Malcolm. After afew years of living in poverty Louise Little
suffered a nervous breakdown and the children admitted her to mental institution

(Malcolm 12). Malcolm truly felt that all the problems he had experienced were direct

blows against him by the white race.

As soon as Malcolm'’s mother was comitted, the children of the family were left
on their own. Malcolm ended up immersed in the life of the street. Heled alife of
stealing and fighting. At seventeen, he left home to live with his half sister Ellain
Harlem, New York City. There, Macolm Little surprisingly got ajob as a shoeshine
boy, although he still lived the life of a hustler. He met a pimp named “ Shorty” and they
became fast friends, Malcolm became Shorty’ s apprentice, wearing a Zoot Suit and a

four-inch, blue feather hat. The two would go out to “groove’ pads and Malcolm

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)

Chronological
events all
connected to
thesis

Strong body
paragraphs
end with
concluding
sentence that
connects
information to
focus

31




Vermont Department of Education

developed a passion for cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, and dancing. Little often gambled the
tip money he earned, shoe shining. To make extra money he pulled armed robberies and
stickups. Macolm never left home without his pistol (Malcolm 56).

Thelife Malcolm led in New Y ork was dangerous and filled. Little ran favors
for pimps al around Harlem in hopes for drug money, but the favors soon landed
Malcolm in the middle of a career of pimping himself. His drug addiction stronger and
more serious, Malcolm found himself addicted to cocaine, which led to heroin. He was
caught putting a stolen watch into a jewelry store to replace acrystal. His accomplices
were Shorty and two white women. At thetrial, after being sentenced and posted with
$10,000 bail, Ma colm commented to his lawyer that it was the girls that got them in

trouble. The lawyer replied with “you had no business with those white girls’ (Malcolm

122,156).
During hisjail sentence Malcolm Little experienced a changein hislife. For the Relatesto

thesis;

first time he started to question why his life had been so awful. There, his brothers and writer uses
a variety of

sisters introduced him to the “Lost-found Nation of Islam”. Which led by Elijah elaboration
strategies

Muhammed. Elijah’s philosophiesinspired Malcolm in away he had never dreamed of .

He began correspondence with Elijah with one shaky letter. Elijah’s response was fast;
he sent him a five-dollar bill, courage and an idea to think about. He wrote, “the black
prisoner, symbolizes white society’s crime of keeping black people oppressed, deprived,
and ignorant, unable to get decent jobs, turning them into criminals.” He signed his letter
“Messenger of Allah” (169). Thisletter wasal it took for Malcolm to be convinced. He
began praying and changed his name to Malcolm X because Elijah informed him the “X”
symbolized his African name, lost when he arrived in America. The X could only be
replaced when God spoke his true name back to him (Malcolm 169, 199).

Reformed and out of jail in 1952, Macolm X began speaking out on his

newfound philosophy: The white Christian world is evil, and the only way to survive if
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you are black is to separate yourself in every way possible from white culture. He
became a minister of the faith and established a mosque in Philadelphia (W. Augustus

Low 544). The Mudlim religion made alot of sense to Malcolm because every white

person he had been in contact with had hurt him. Hisfamily had fallen apart, his father

and uncles killed, and his life on the street were all direct results of the white culture. In

his mosgue X preached of racial separation, black self-defense, non-participation in white
society and religion, and western decadence and immortality (W. Augustus Low 544).

Malcolm X became quite well-known, and developed alarge following. With
this he was able to found the newspaper Muhammed Speaks which acquired official
Orthodox (Azhar) recognition. From Philadel phia he ventured to New Y ork City to
establish amosque in Harlem. He had knowledge of may blacks struggling there because
he had been there himself. His reputation increased more and more, and he became a
threat to many Muslim leaders. 1n 1963 he was suspended when he proposed the
nation of JFK was a case of “chickens coming home to roost (W. Augustus Low
544)."

During his suspension Malcolm X went on a pilgrimage to Mecca. Thisjourney
changed his philosophy and way of thinking. He began to believe al whites were not
evil, and the black struggle could be moved along with help from world organizations,
black, white, and civil rights groups. He found this belief while observing alarge crowd
in the East. There was an enormous color pattern in the crowd; the white men were with
the whites, the Pakistanis with the Pakistanis, and the Blacks with the Blacks. He
realized all people are just naturally drawn to each other because they are the same race.
It's something they have in common, therefore, they might have more to talk about, or
relate to each other better, and there is no superior or inferior race (Malcolm 344). While
in Mecca he proclaimed to have his true God-given name, Al Hajj Malik al-Shabazz (W.

Augustus Low 544).
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Finally he had found inner peace, with that Malcolm Little/Malcolm X/Al Hajj
Malik Al-Shabazz returned to America. Unfortunately he didn’t live much longer.
Members of a dissenting black group who did not agree with his new philosophies
murdered him. The media paid alot of attention to Malcolm, but the Nation of Iam
didn’'t approve. He knew something was happening because he had received death
threats, and his home was firebombed on February 14, 1965. Two weeks later Malcolm
X was to speak at a conferencein Harlem, New York. A few minutesinto his speech
three men stood up and fired 16 shots hitting him several times. X died before the
paramedics could arrive. The three men were later identified as members of the Nation
of Idam (LaBlanc 250).

Isthat ironic? How could a man with such hatred toward white men for so long
turn his opinion around and be killed by his own people? AsMalcolm himself predicted,
And | can die having brought any light, having exposed
any meaningful truth that will help to destroy the racist
cancer that is malignant in the body of America-then al
the credit is due to Allah. Only the mistakes have been

mine (Malcolm 382).

The prejudice Macolm X was exposed to as an African American child, and the

hardships he endured brought on by white supremacists influenced him later in life to

convert to the Black Mudlim religion because of philosophies of racial separation and

black power. But he found in the end perhaps was what he had been looking for the
whole time, which was the question: why? What caused his life to be so bad?

Effectiveness Score 4

Strong
Conclusion
with
restatement
of thesis
and " aha"
Statement

This biographical report has a strong sense of purpose unified by a clear, consistent focus.
Because the material is consistently related to the focus, there is evidence of analysis and synthesis of
theinformation, rather than an " all-you-want-to-know" report which ssimply lists facts. Stanceisof a
knowledgeable person presenting relevant information. The writing is well organized and effectively
usestransitions. It provides a depth of information which isall relevant to the topic, purpose, and

audience.

Conventions Score 3

Thiswriting demonstrates consistent control of grade-level conventions.
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1.8 Reports
Grade 10

Knights

In the Middle Ages afamous type of soldiers was forged. Knights. Knightsare
the most famous type of soldiers ever to be created. They lasted for about six hundred
years; from 900 A.D. to 1500 A.D. In thistime most of Europe was divided into small
states ruled by barons, dukes, and counts. It was atime of war so an army was not only
needed, but necessary. The knight was created to fight the wars and protect their lord’s
interests at home and abroad. In the early Middle Ages they were dangerous and hard to
control but as time went on they became more manageable. The life of aknight was
difficult, but becoming one was just as hard. Although it is true the life was hard,
nevertheless people still tried to become a knight, because becoming a knight and living
the life was exciting.

The knight was originally just a Calvary soldier who promised to serve aruler in
exchange for land. Back in the middle ages |land served as wealth. Because the knight
supplied his own armor and horse the land was given to compensate his expenses. With
the land knights acquired legal power and social Sandings. Because of this, the term
knight was not only atype of soldier but asocial class aswell. Asthe role changed so
did people’ s view of being a knight. Now wealthy men, including great lords and even
kings wanted their sons to be knighted. The life of a knight became desirable, alot of
benefits, land, and excitement.

Getting to be a knight was not exciting, but difficult and hard to succeed at. Boys
who wanted to become knights started very early. There were even games such as
“Robber Baron” and “The King Doesn't Li€” that taught boys how to behave as knights.

These games mostly consisted of making hobbyhorses and showing off to maidens by
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charging one and other.(John D. Clare) A knight’s timeline often went as such: at age
four, he entered school to learn to read and write. At age six he continued school and
learned to carve at alord’ stable. He would also become a page at alord’ s castle (other
than his own), and be trained by the holding’s lady as a page. At fourteen, he would
become a squire. At age sixteen or younger he would begin his weapons training.
Usually between the ages, eighteen and twenty-four he would be knighted by alocal
knight. If he were lucky he even may be knighted a great lord of king.

His first step in becoming a knight was to become a page. He would become a
page at six or seven. Then he would spend the next seven years learning to ride, hunt,
handle hawks, play chess and music, dance, and behave properly. He would serve at the
table to learn that the highest honor is to serve others. He was taught to love God and be
devoted to alady. A woman in the household would take him under her wing to teach
him how to treat alady. Usually at the age of fourteen, he would become a squire. He
would be blessed by a priest and girded with a sword and a baldric (belt). For, usually,
the next seven years he would be trained in the arts of battle and jousting. He would still
serve at meals, but more important tasks such as pouring the wine or carving the meat. A
squire honored by hislord would have special privileges. Some of these would include
standing by hislord’s chair, carrying his lord’s helmet and banner, leading hislord’'s
horse, and raising hislord’ s battle cry. An honored squire may even become a knight
earlier than expected; he would also be privy to more rewards than other squires would.
(John Harding)

After he completed all his training, he could become a knight. He might not

though. If he either does not have the money to equip himself or he has lost favor with
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his lord he may remain a squire forever. Becoming a knight meant two things; he would
be soldier in the army, but it was also a grade in society. If arich nobleman’s son
remained a squire, he and his family would be humiliated. Also, if aboy’sfamily was
rich enough or had good standings with the king he might become a knight at twelve
years of age. He would most definitely not have all the proper training, but he would
have the title and the lands that went with it.

The ceremony of knighthood was a very religious occasion. The evening before
the squire was given a bath to symbolize the washing away of his sins. He would then lay
on abed to dry; this was to remind him of the rest that God would rewards good knights
in heaven. In the morning, he would be dressed in a white shirt, gold tunic, and purple
cloak. The ceremony itself was called the Accolader. A priest blessed the squire' s sword
and had him vow to obey the laws of Chivalry and never run from battle. Then a knight
would dub the squire with a blow to the squire's neck with the flat of the knight’s sword.
Then the squire would rise as a knight. The ladies of the court would buckle his armor
starting with his spurs, which were a symbol of courage.(John D. Clare)

The key to the new knight’s new life was in one word: Chivalry. Chivalry had
begin in 12 and 13 centuries and had caught on immediately. They were the codes a
knight was supposed to live and breathe. Chivalry was not fully defined until the Church
meddled in the 1000s. They changed the laws from being fighting to living for the
church, defending the innocent, etc. Knights of course did not always follow this. The
lower of birth (peasants) were often ridiculed. A knight usually respected only those who

were equal of birth to him. Because the Middle Ages were so violent, it was difficult to
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enforce these laws. If the knight were proven guilty, their sword and spurs would be
broken. (Brain R. Price)

The laws that could be broken were many. Chivalry has an intricate set of laws
that correspond with one and other. One law may be clearly broken, but others may also
be broken in the process. The most important law was about justice. The law of justice
is to seek the path of righteousness and distribute justice to others using humanity and
mercy. Among the laws of chivalry, there were also the laws of church, which also
applied to knights.

It was forbidden to fight on a Sunday or aHoly Day. Thiswas sometimes a
peaceful rest in the middle of battle. It could be atime to rest and heal wounds. The
“proper” task of a knight involved defending the church and the poor (peasants). It was
also aknight’s duty to fight against al evil in every shape or form. Becoming a knight
was difficult, but the rewards of the life were worth the lost youth. Do not mistake that a
knight’s job was indeed to kill, but the life could be fun. Still in the Ten Commandments,
it does say “ thou shall not kill”, so knights had to make up for their sins. A way to make
amends for these ill deeds, a knight might commit, was to go on a pilgrimage.

The church was very involved in aknight’sway of life. They defined chivalry,
the knight was knighted in a church, and gave the church gave him something to fight for.
The church could punish knights, but they could also make help him make amends. A
pilgrimage was a way to make penance by visiting a dead saint’s shrine. Though it was
not the most exciting thing to do, it was a very holy thing to do. Because of that, many

Christians did so, often going to Jerusalem. Because the roads were fraught with the
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danger of bandits and evil knights, protection was created for ordinary people going to
Jerusalem. They were called the Templar Knights. (John D. Clare)

The Templar knights were a band created in 1118 to protect pilgrims on their way
to the Holy Land. Another service the Templar knights offered was the ability to deposit
money in a Templar castle and withdraw it once the pilgrims reached the Holy Land.
Templars would arrange transportation, accommodations, and guarded trips to places of
interest. This created a burst of pilgrimages because of the promise of protection. (John
D. Clare) Unfortunately, not all knights were so kind to the lower classes.

Ignoring the church chivalry law “protect the weak”, knights would deliver
punishments without the serfs actually committing crimes. They would plunder villages
for wealth, and then torture the serfs. They would crush the serfsin narrow chests lined
with sharp rocks and nails. They thought “ Serfs, like trees, grow better if they are cut
back.” Thisdidn’t just include random serfs; it aso included their own serfs as well.
They could do what they wished with their serfs, including the right to stay with serf
bride on her wedding night. At a French village, the lord of the manor made his serfs kiss
his door as they walked by. In another French village the peasants had to stay up the
entire night beating their lord’s moat, so the frogs would not disturb him and his wife.
(John D. Clare)

The way they gained serfs was with the land they gained for their servicesto their
lord. Asthe serf’slord, the knight was entitled to services from them. Each serf
“owned” 30 acres. Inreturn for “their land”, they had to work their lord’ s land two days
aweek. They also had to put extra hoursin around harvest time. They had to wait on the

lord' stable at Christmas. Every year the serf families had to each give their lord 48 bags
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of malt, 16 bags of grain, 8 cartloads of wood, 30 hens, and 1000 eggs. They had to give
the lord even more the first year they took up tenancy or if a daughter got married. When
aserf died his family had to pay the lord a heroit of the best animals and sometimes all of
the furniture. Asitis, taxesleft little for the serfs. The serfs could get ahead, if the
knight was lazy and did not exercise hisrights, (taxes), the serf would then own the land
and become free. (John D. Clare)

The excitement in becoming a knight and the exhilarating life has long since
ended, but the memory till liveson. Asit is made clear here there are two sides of the
great knight. The heroic stories that are told and the lesser, cruel side of the knight.
There are as well two kinds of excitement shown in this report. The excitement of doing
honor for the church and the excitement of torturing serfs and exercising power. In either

case, the knight was someone to be reckoned with and will live on in history and legends.
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1.8 Report

Effectiveness=3
Knights Conventions=3

In the Middle Ages afamous type of soldierswas forged. Knights. Knights are
the most famous type of soldiers ever to be created. They lasted for about six hundred
years, from 900 A.D. to 1500 A.D. In thistime most of Europe was divided into small
states ruled by barons, dukes, and counts. It was atime of war so an army was not only
needed, but necessary. The knight was created to fight the wars and protect their lord’s
interests at home and abroad. In the early Middle Ages they were dangerous and hard to
control but as time went on they became more manageable. The life of aknight was

difficult, but becoming one wasjust as hard. Although it is true the life was hard,

neverthel ess people still tried to become a knight, because becoming a knight and living the

Good
context

life was exciting.

The knight was originally just a Calvary soldier who promised to serve aruler in
exchange for land. Back in the middle ages land served as wealth. Because the knight
supplied his own armor and horse the land was given to compensate his expenses. With
the land knights acquired legal power and social sandings. Because of this, the term
knight was not only atype of soldier but asocial classaswell. Asthe role changed so

did people' s view of being aknight. Now wealthy men, including great lords and even

kings wanted their sonsto be knighted. The life of a knight became desirable, alot of

benefits, land, and excitement.

Getting to be a knight was not exciting, but difficult and hard to succeed at. Boys

who wanted to become knights started very early. There were even games such as
“Robber Baron” and “The King Doesn’t Lie” that taught boys how to behave as knights.
These games mostly consisted of making hobbyhorses and showing off to maidens by
charging one and other.(John D. Clare) A knight’ s timeline often went as such: at age

four, he entered school to learn to read and write. At age six he continued school and
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learned to carve at alord’ stable. He would also become a page at alord’s castle (other

than his own), and be trained by the holding’s lady as a page. At fourteen, he would Depth of
information

become a squire. At age sixteen or younger he would begin his weapons training.

Usually between the ages, eighteen and twenty-four he would be knighted by alocal
knight. If he were lucky he even may be knighted a great lord of king.

Hisfirst step in becoming a knight was to become a page. He would become a
page at six or seven. Then he would spend the next seven years learning to ride, hunt,

handle hawks, play chess and music, dance, and behave properly. He would serve at the

table to learn that the highest honor is to serve others. He was taught to love God and be Deoth of
epth o
devoted to alady. A woman in the household would take him under her wing to teach Ielallzoratlon
acks
him how to treat alady. Usually at the age of fourteen, he would become a squire. He connection
to thethesis
would be blessed by a priest and girded with a sword and a baldric (belt). For, usualy,

the next seven years he would be trained in the arts of battle and jousting. He would still
serve at meals, but more important tasks such as pouring the wine or carving the meat. A
squire honored by his lord would have special privileges. Some of these would include
standing by hislord’s chair, carrying hislord' s helmet and banner, leading hislord’s
horse, and raising hislord' s battle cry. An honored squire may even become a knight
earlier than expected; he would also be privy to more rewards than other squires would.
(John Harding)

After he completed all his training, he could become a knight. He might not
though. If he e@ther does not have the money to equip himself or he has lost favor with
his lord he may remain a squire forever. Becoming a knight meant two things; he would
be soldier in the army, but it was also agrade in society. If arich nobleman’s son
remained asquire, he and his family would be humiliated. Also, if aboy’sfamily was

rich enough or had good standings with the king he might become a knight at twelve
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years of age. He would most definitely not have all the proper training, but he would

have the title and the lands that went with it. | nformation
The ceremony of knighthood was a very religious occasion. The evening before :r?leatﬁif
the squire was given a bath to symbolize the washing away of his sins. He would then ?;ta?eoc} to
lay on a bed to dry; thiswasto remind him of the rest that God would rewards good ;ngf%iﬁ:f
knights in heaven. In the morning, he would be dressed in a white shirt, gold tunic, and
purple cloak. The ceremony itself was called the Accolader. A priest blessed the
squire’ s sword and had him vow to obey the laws of Chivalry and never run from battle.
Then a knight would dub the squire with a blow to the squire’s neck with the flat of the
knight’s sword. Then the squire would rise as aknight. The ladies of the court would
buckle his armor starting with his spurs, which were a symbol of courage.(John D. Clare)
The key to the new knight’s new life was in one word: Chivalry. Chivalry had 3 th)hr;tfion
on thetopic,
beginin 12 and 13 centuries and had caught on immediately. They were the codes a butitisnot
knight was supposed to live and breathe. Chivalry was not fully defined until the Church (r::ele:trg to
meddled in the 1000s. They changed the laws from being fighting to living for the ﬁgr]srsl;[ihgi
church, defending the innocent, etc. Knights of course did not always follow this. The g(éir'][zment
lower of birth (peasants) were often ridiculed. A knight usually respected only those who ELE;?Q :

were equal of birth to him. Because the Middle Ages were so violent, it was difficult to
enforce these laws. If the knight were proven guilty, their sword and spurs would be
broken. (Brain R. Price)

The laws that could be broken were many. Chivalry has an intricate set of laws
that correspond with one and other. One law may be clearly broken, but others may also
be broken in the process. The most important law was about justice. The law of justice
isto seek the path of righteousness and distribute justice to others using humanity and
mercy. Among the laws of chivalry, there were also the laws of church, which also

applied to knights.
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It was forbidden to fight on a Sunday or aHoly Day. Thiswas sometimes a
peaceful rest in the middle of battle. 1t could be atime to rest and heal wounds. The
“proper” task of aknight involved defending the church and the poor (peasants). It was

also a knight’'s duty to fight against all evil in every shape or form. Becoming a knight

was difficult, but the rewards of the life were worth the lost youth. Do not mistake that a

knight's job was indeed to kill, but the life could be fun. Still in the Ten Commandments,

it does say “ thou shall not kill”, so knights had to make up for their sins. A way to make

amends for these ill deeds, a knight might commit, was to go on a pilgrimage. Attempts to
relate
The church was very involved in aknight’sway of life. They defined chivalry, information
to thethesis

the knight was knighted in a church, and gave the church gave him something to fight for.
The church could punish knights, but they could also make help him make amends. A
pilgrimage was a way to make penance by visiting a dead saint’s shrine. Though it was

not the most exciting thing to do, it was a very holy thing to do. Because of that, many

Christians did so, often going to Jerusalem. Because the roads were fraught with the
danger of bandits and evil knights, protection was created for ordinary people going to
Jerusalem. They were called the Templar Knights. (John D. Clare)

The Templar knights were a band created in 1118 to protect pilgrims on their
way to the Holy Land. Another service the Templar knights offered was the ability to
deposit money in a Templar castle and withdraw it once the pilgrims reached the Holy
Land. Templars would arrange transportation, accommodations, and guarded trips to
places of interest. This created aburst of pilgrimages because of the promise of
protection. (John D. Clare) Unfortunately, not al knights were so kind to the lower
classes.

Ignoring the church chivalry law * protect the weak”, knights would deliver
punishments without the serfs actually committing crimes. They would plunder villages

for wealth, and then torture the serfs. They would crush the serfsin narrow chests lined
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with sharp rocks and nails. They thought “ Serfs, like trees, grow better if they are cut
back.” Thisdidn't just include random serfs; it also included their own serfs aswell.
They could do what they wished with their serfs, including the right to stay with serf
bride on her wedding night. At a French village, the lord of the manor made his serfs kiss
his door as they walked by. 1n another French village the peasants had to stay up the
entire night beating their lord’s moat, so the frogs would not disturb him and his wife.
(John D. Clare)

The way they gained serfs was with the land they gained for their servicesto
their lord. Asthe serf’slord, the knight was entitled to services from them. Each serf
“owned” 30 acres. Inreturn for “their land”, they had to work their lord’ s land two days
aweek. They also had to put extra hoursin around harvest time. They had to wait on the
lord’'stable at Christmas. Every year the serf families had to each give their lord 48 bags
of malt, 16 bags of grain, 8 cartloads of wood, 30 hens, and 1000 eggs. They had to give
the lord even more the first year they took up tenancy or if a daughter got married. When
aserf died hisfamily had to pay the lord a heroit of the best animals and sometimes all of
thefurniture. Asitis, taxesleft little for the serfs. The serfs could get ahead, if the
knight was lazy and did not exercise his rights, (taxes), the serf would then own the land
and become free. (John D. Clare)

The excitement in becoming a knight and the exhilarating life has long since

ended, but the memory till liveson. Asitis made clear here there are two sides of the

great knight. The heroic stories that are told and the lesser, cruel side of the knight.

There are aswell two kinds of excitement shown in thisreport. The excitement of doing

honor for the church and the excitement of torturing serfs and exercising power. In either

case, the knight was someone to be reckoned with and will live on in history and legends.
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Effectiveness Score 3

Thisreport states a controlling idea, but does not use it to effectively
unify the report. Even though this report presents considerable
information, it does not show a clear sense of direction and much of the
information digresses from the stated focus. The purpose becomes a
general " all you want to know" report with an attempted focus. It has
overall coherence through the use of some transitions.

Conventions Score 3

Thiswriting demonstrates consistent control of grade-level conventions.
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1.8 Report
Grade 10

Owen Hart’s Death

The topic for my research paper is Owen Hart’s death. | picked this topic because
| really enjoy wrestling. When Owen Hart died, | wasin shock. | have always enjoyed
wrestling, it has been abig part of my life. Even my great grandmother watched
wrestling. The World Wrestling Federation does not usually have their wrestlers take big
risks to do stunts, but they have done it before. In WrestleMania X, Shawn Michaels did
the same type of stunt and landed safely, but Owen wasn’t so lucky. Since this tragedy
happened, hopefully the World Wrestling Federation won't do stunts again. My thesisis:
Owen Hart’ s death was an accident.

In order to know who Owen Hart was, you need to know some general facts about
him and his earlier wrestling accomplishments. Owen Hart was born in Calgary, Alberta,
Canadaon May 7, 1966. He was five feet ten inches tall and weighed 227 pounds. “Stu
and Helen Hart said that Owen was the most behaved child that they have ever had, and
one of the most athletic” (*Owen Hart’'s Death” 1). Owen Hart had ten brothers and
sisters and 34 nieces and nephews, several of them are wrestlerstoday. His parents are
Stu and Helen Hart. One of his brothersis Bret Hart, he is also a famous wrestler.

The Hart family was the first North American wrestling family and is one of the
biggest wrestling familiesin the United States. Owen'’s father, Stu Hart, created a
wrestling promotion called “Big Time Wrestling,” which wasin Calgary, Alberta,
Canada. Two years later he changed the name to “ Stampede Wrestling.”

After completing high school, Owen jumped right into training for wrestling.
Owen was trained in the Dungeon (the Hart family’ s basement) by his father, Stu; his

brothers, Bret and John; and his brother-in-law, Davey Boy Smith. Owen Hart debuted
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in pro wrestling on May 30, 1986. Hisfirst wrestling appearance was in Stu’'s Stampede
Wrestling.

In 1987, Owen father’ s business went bankrupt and Owen joined New Japan
Wrestling. Owen was the first North American to win the IWGP Junior Heavyweight
titlein May 1988. He held it for a month.

In 1988 he ended his Japan tour and headed back to North Americato join the
World Wrestling Federation in the lightweight division under the name of the Blue
Blazer. “The Blue Blazer displayed a style of wrestling that was totally unique and
innovative to 1988 WWF fans, and didn’t really catch on with a crowd that was more
interested in the bulk and physiques of the existing WWF heroes. Blazer quickly became
amid-carder, and disappeared form the WWF in late 1989” (“Owen Hart’s Biography” 1).

Between 1989 and 1991 Owen was involved in many wrestling organizations,
with most of his success once again in Japan.

In October of 1991, Owen again joined the World Wrestling Federation, not under
the Blue Blazer name, but under his own name. During the period October, 1991 until
early 1993, Owen was placed in tag team situations. Hisfirst tag team partner was his
brother-in-law, Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart. They were known as the New Hart
Foundation, but they never redlly got off the ground because Neidhart left the World
Wrestling Federation in early 1992.

In 1992 Owen was also teamed with Ko Ko B. Ware to form High Energy, but
that team did not last long either because Ko Ko left the World Wrestling Federation

1993.
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In mid-1993, Owen went to Memphis, Tennessee to join the United States
Wrestling Association (owned by Jerry “The King” Lawler) where he became the United
States Wrestling Association’s World Champion.

From late 1993 through early 1996 Owen was sidelined with a knee injury and
took some time off to recuperate and take avacation. After hislong recuperation Owen
came back to World Wrestling Federation to tag team with another brother-in-law, Davey
Boy Smith, also known as the British Bulldog.

In early 1998 Owen joined the World Wrestling Federation’s Nation of
Domination (lead by Rocky Maivia), but once again Owen'’ s relationship with atag team
did not last long. The Nation of Domination broke up in late 1998.

In January of 1999, Owen joined forces with Jeff Jarrett and they went on to win
the Tag Team Championship title many times.

During Owen’ s wrestling career he won many awards. Some of the awards he
won were Rookie of the year in 1986 and Feud of the Year in 1994 with his brother, Bret
Hart. 1n 1994 he was third runner-up for the Most Improved Wrestler of the Year. Owen
was aso athree-time winner of the Slammy Awards (two in 1996 and one 1997).

Owen also won many wrestling titles in his career and was one of the top
wrestlers. In hisfather’s promotion he won titles such as: International Tag Title (with
Ben Bassarb), the British Commonwealth Midheavyweight Title, and the North
American Heavyweight Title (twice) in his rookie year.

In the World Wrestling Federation he won the European title, the Intercontinental
title, the Tag Team title, and came close to becoming the World Wrestling Federation

Champion.
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In 1994 he aso won the King of the Ring tournament. He had to defeat four
wrestlersin one night to be King of the Ring. The wrestlers were Adam Bomb, Tatanka,
the 1-2-3 Kid, and Razor Ramon. He also won the chance to face the World Wrestling
Federation Champion at SummerSlam, which is when he almost won the championship
belt.

On May 23, 1999 in the pay-per-view event “Over the Edge,” Owen Hart died in
afatal accident prior to the start of his match against The Godfather. Owen was once
again wrestling as the Blue Blazer and for his entrance into the ring he was suppose to be
performing a stunt where he appeared to be flying into the ring like a superhero. “The
Blue Blazer was going to make a“ superhero” entrance from the ceiling of the Kemper
Arena Sunday night at the Over the Edge PPV...” (“Owen Hart’s Biography” 4).
Tragically, his release cord came untied from his safely harness and he fell to the ring
where he hit his head on the turnbuckle and instantly broke his neck. “A release
mechanism may have been triggered prematurely, and fell some 75 feet, hitting his head
on one of the ring’s padded turnbuckles’ (Keyser 176). Owen had practiced this stunt
many times the day before the wrestling event and everything went fine. However, the
next day Owen arrived at the arena late and never had the chance to practice the stunt one
more time. The equipment had been checked by the safety officials prior to the stunt and
everything wasin order. “I have hard feelings towards the WWF, because they continued
the show after Owen’sdeath.” Said Bret. “ It was very cold-blooded.””” (Keyser 13).

When Owen first started wrestling he never did any risky stunts or anything of
that nature. He was very concerned about doing the stunt before he had practiced it, but

felt more confident about it after the practices al went so well. Although Owen did not
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get to practice the stunt one more time before the event, he felt comfortable knowing that
the safely officials had checked all the equipment and everything was working fine.
Therefore, Owen Hart’ s death was a tragic malfunction of safely equipment which

confirms my thesisis true: Owen Hart’s death was an accident.
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Owen Hart’s Death

Effectiveness= 2
Conventions=3

The topic for my research paper is Owen Hart’s death. | picked thistopic
because | really enjoy wrestling. When Owen Hart died, | wasin shock. | have always
enjoyed wrestling, it has been a big part of my life. Even my great grandmother watched
wrestling. The World Wrestling Federation does not usually have their wrestlers take big
risks to do stunts, but they have done it before. In WrestleMania X, Shawn Michaels did
the same type of stunt and landed safely, but Owen wasn’t so lucky. Since this tragedy
happened, hopefully the World Wrestling Federation won't do stunts again. My thesisis:

Owen Hart's death was an accident.

In order to know who Owen Hart was, you need to know some general facts
about him and his earlier wrestling accomplishments. Owen Hart was born in Calgary,
Alberta, Canadaon May 7, 1966. He was five feet ten inchestall and weighed 227
pounds. “Stu and Helen Hart said that Owen was the most behaved child that they have
ever had, and one of the most athletic” (* Owen Hart’s Death”1). Owen Hart had ten
brothers and sisters and 34 nieces and nephews, several of them are wrestlerstoday. His
parents are Stu and Helen Hart. One of his brothersis Bret Hart, he is also afamous
wrestler.

The Hart family was the first North American wrestling family and is one of the
biggest wrestling familiesin the United States. Owen'’ s father, Stu Hart, created a
wrestling promotion called “Big Time Wrestling,” which wasin Calgary, Alberta,
Canada. Two years later he changed the name to “ Stampede Wrestling.”

After completing high school, Owen jumped right into training for wrestling.
Owen was trained in the Dungeon (the Hart family’ s basement) by his father, Stu; his

brothers, Bret and John; and his brother-in-law, Davey Boy Smith. Owen Hart debuted
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in pro wrestling on May 30, 1986. Hisfirst wrestling appearance was in Stu’s Stampede
Wrestling.

In 1987, Owen father’s business went bankrupt and Owen joined New Japan
Wrestling. Owen was the first North American to win the IWGP Junior Heavyweight
tittein May 1988. He held it for a month.

In 1988 he ended his Japan tour and headed back to North Americato join the
World Wrestling Federation in the lightweight division under the name of the Blue
Blazer. “The Blue Blazer displayed a style of wrestling that was totally unique and
innovative to 1988 WWF fans, and didn’t really catch on with a crowd that was more
interested in the bulk and physiques of the existing WWF heroes. Blazer quickly became
amid-carder, and disappeared form the WWF in late 1989” (“Owen Hart’s Biography”1).

Between 1989 and 1991 Owen was involved in many wrestling organizations,
with most of his success once again in Japan.

In October of 1991, Owen again joined the World Wrestling Federation, not
under the Blue Blazer name, but under his own name. During the period October, 1991
until early 1993, Owen was placed in tag team situations. Hisfirst tag team partner was
his brother-in-law, Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart. They were known as the New Hart
Foundation, but they never really got off the ground because Neidhart |eft the World
Wrestling Federation in early 1992.

In 1992 Owen was al so teamed with Ko Ko B. Ware to form High Energy, but
that team did not last long either because Ko Ko left the World Wrestling Federation
1993.

In mid-1993, Owen went to Memphis, Tennessee to join the United States
Wrestling Association (owned by Jerry “ The King” Lawler) where he became the United

States Wrestling Association’s World Champion.
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From late 1993 through early 1996 Owen was sidelined with a knee injury and
took some time off to recuperate and take a vacation. After hislong recuperation Owen
came back to World Wrestling Federation to tag team with another brother-in-law, Davey
Boy Smith, also known as the British Bulldog.

In early 1998 Owen joined the World Wrestling Federation’ s Nation of
Domination (lead by Rocky Maivia), but once again Owen'’s relationship with atag team
did not last long. The Nation of Domination broke up in late 1998.

In January of 1999, Owen joined forces with Jeff Jarrett and they went on to win
the Tag Team Championship title many times.

During Owen’ s wrestling career he won many awards. Some of the awards he
won were Rookie of the year in 1986 and Feud of the Y ear in 1994 with his brother, Bret
Hart. 1n 1994 he was third runner-up for the Most Improved Wrestler of the Year. Owen
was also athree-time winner of the Slammy Awards (two in 1996 and one 1997).

Owen also won many wrestling titlesin his career and was one of the top
wrestlers. In hisfather’s promotion he won titles such as: International Tag Title (with
Ben Bassarb), the British Commonwealth Midheavyweight Title, and the North
American Heavyweight Title (twice) in hisrookie year.

In the World Wrestling Federation he won the European title, the Intercontinental
title, the Tag Team title, and came close to becoming the World Wrestling Federation
Champion.

In 1994 he also won the King of the Ring tournament. He had to defeat four
wrestlersin one night to be King of the Ring. The wrestlers were Adam Bomb, Tatanka,
the 1-2-3 Kid, and Razor Ramon. He aso won the chance to face the World Wrestling
Federation Champion at SummerSlam, which is when he amost won the championship

belt.
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On May 23, 1999 in the pay-per-view event “Over the Edge,” Owen Hart diedin a

fatal accident prior to the start of his match against The Godfather. Owen was once again

wrestling as the Blue Blazer and for his entrance into the ring he was suppose to be
performing a stunt where he appeared to be flying into the ring like a superhero. “The Blue
Blazer was going to make a “superhero” entrance from the ceiling of the Kemper Arena
Sunday night at the Over the Edge PPV ..." (“Owen Hart’s Biography” 4). Tragically, his
release cord came untied from his safely harness and he fell to the ring where he hit his
head on the turnbuckle and instantly broke his neck. “A release mechanism may have
been triggered prematurely, and fell some 75 feet, hitting his head on one of thering's
padded turnbuckles’ (Keyser 176). Owen had practiced this stunt many times the day
before the wrestling event and everything went fine. However, the next day Owen
arrived at the arena late and never had the chance to practice the stunt one more time.

The equipment had been checked by the safety officials prior to the stunt and everything
wasin order. “I have hard feelings towards the WWF, because they continued the show
after Owen’'s death.” Said Bret. “ It was very cold-blooded.””’ (Keyser 13).

When Owen first started wrestling he never did any risky stunts or anything of
that nature. He was very concerned about doing the stunt before he had practiced it, but
felt more confident about it after the practices all went so well. Although Owen did not
get to practice the stunt one more time before the event, he felt comfortable knowing that
the safely officials had checked all the equipment and everything was working fine.

Therefore, Owen Hart's death was a tragic malfunction of safely eguipment which

confirms my thesisis true: Owen Hart’s death was an accident.
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This piece states a controlling idea, but does not use it effectively to unify the report. It stays on the topic
And has some elaboration, but it digresses from the focus. It never really proves that Owen Hart's death

was an accident. The writing becomes an " all-you-want-to-know" report on Owen Hart.

Conventions Score 3

Thiswriting demonstrates consistent control of grade-level conventions.
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Grade 10

|celandic Culture

Iceland lies just below the Arctic Circle. Theidland of Iceland is sometimes
called the “land of Frost and Fire”; from all of the glacierslying next to the hot springs,
geysers, and volcanoes. The Gulf Stream Ocean currents keep the coast warm and the
water off the coast ice-free. Iceland wasfirst settled in 870 AD by the Vikings. Iceland
gained its independence in 1944; the official name of Iceland is the Republic of Iceland.
The capital of Iceland is Reykjavik, the population is 87,000 people the largest city in
Iceland. Many Icelanders live on the coast were they make their living working on
fishing boats, or in fish processing plants (World book pages 20-21).

The government of Iceland isaDemocracy. The president is elected by the
people, and serves afour-year term. The president has little power, but is the head of
state. The Prime Minister directs the country. The Prime Minister and the Cabinet
propose and carry out all political policies. The president with approval of the parliament
appoints the policies. The national government and representatives appoint a magistrate.
Councils govern towns and serve for four-year terms, and handle welfare, health care,
roads, educated, and law enforcement. Some of the councils own there, own fishing
boats and businesses (World Book pages 20-21).

|celanders today resemble the northern Norwegian people. Nearly all of
|celanders live near the capital, and half of the population livesin the capital. The rest of
the population livesin small towns and villages. Icelanders speak the Scandinavian
language Icelandic. The languageis like the Old Norse, the original language of their
ancestors, most Icelanders can read Old Norse. Most of the population of Iceland can

speak more then two languages, usualy English, German, Danish, and Swedish.
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Icelanders do not have family names. But they have first names, and a second name that
combines their father’ s first name and — son for males and —dotir for females. Because of
no family names, Icelanders are addressed by their first name, and also from having no
family names women do not have to change their name when married. Many Icelanders
have the same last name, that the in telephone directories they are listed by occupation in
addition to their name and address (World book pages 21-22).

Many |celanders, especially the younger people live in the city, and dress like
peoplein the US and Canada. Older women still wear long black dresses and walking
shoes. On holidays some still wear traditional black dresses embroidered with gold or
silver threads. |celanders eat more fish and lamb than most other countries do. Even the
hotdogs are made out of lamb instead of beef or pork. People eat dried or salted fish,
especialy cod and haddock. Icelanders spend large amounts of their income on houses,
buying imported TV'’s, electric stoves, refrigerators, and other appliances. Houses were
made out of stone and turf in the country and wood in the city, but now most houses are
made out of concrete, which stands up against earthquakes and the high winds off the
coast. The cost of living is very high because everything that they buy hasto be
imported. The people of Iceland need to work more than one job to afford the cost of
living. Most women work out of the home and the men usually have more than one job.
The government provides childcare for working parents. Most young couples live to
together with the man’s family or the woman’s family house, before they are married.
They save their money to buy their own house or rent an apartment of their own. They
may have one or more children during thistime. 60% of all first born children are born

before their parents are married. Most couples marry only when they are economically
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self-sufficient. Some combine their marriage with the baptism of their first child (World
book pages 20-22).

Iceland has four different religions. The biggest is the State Church, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Then there is the Lutheran Free Church. There are afew
that belong to parts of the Protestant or Roman Catholic Church (World book page 22).

The people of Iceland live in one of the harshest environments. They have the
threats of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, some of which have caused sever damage
and loss of life. They get most of their electricity from geothermal electric plants. Most
|celandic homes are heated by geothermal heat, there are lots of hot springs on the island,
and the inhabitants use them for swimming in the winter. The favorite food of Icelanders
is petrified shark, the shark meat is buried in the sand for a few months then cooked and
served. |celanders have to work two jobs some times to have enough money to support
them selves, but they keep up of with the most fashionable clothes. The younger
Icelanders, like to go out to clubs, to see all of the newest fashions, they also like to take

after people from the U.S. and Canada.
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gained its independence in 1944, the official name of Iceland is the Republic of Iceland.
The capital of Iceland is Reykjavik, the population is 87,000 people the largest city in
Iceland. Many Icelanders live on the coast were they make their living working on
fishing boats, or in fish processing plants (World book pages 20-21).
The government of Iceland isa Democracy. The president is elected by the
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state. The Prime Minister directs the country. The Prime Minister and the Cabinet
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in small towns and villages. |celanders speak the Scandinavian language Icelandic. The
language is like the Old Norse, the original language of their ancestors, most |celanders
can read Old Norse. Most of the population of Iceland can speak more then two
languages, usually English, German, Danish, and Swedish. |celanders do not have family
names. But they have first names, and a second name that combines their father’s first

name and — son for males and —dotir for females. Because of no family names,
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Icelanders are addressed by their first name, and aso from having no family names
women do not have to change their name when married. Many |celanders have the same
last name, that the in telephone directories they are listed by occupation in addition to
their name and address (World book pages 21-22).

Many Icelanders, especialy the younger people livein the city, and dress like

peoplein the US and Canada. Older women still wear long black dresses and walking

shoes. On holidays some still wear traditional black dresses embroidered with gold or silver Thisis
alist of

threads. |celanders eat more fish and lamb than most other countriesdo. Eventhe hotdogsare | f5cts
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haddock. Icelanders spend large amounts of their income on houses, buying imported
TV'’s, electric stoves, refrigerators, and other appliances. Houses were made out of stone
and turf in the country and wood in the city, but now most houses are made out of
concrete, which stands up against earthquakes and the high winds off the coast. The cost
of living is very high because everything that they buy has to be imported. The people of

Iceland need to work more than one job to afford the cost of living. Most women work

out of the home and the men usually have more than one job. The government provides Writing
childcare for working parents. Most young couples live to together with the man’s family or It?;rl?;tions;
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60% of all first born children are born before their parents are married. Most couples
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with the baptism of their first child (World book pages 20-22). Languageis
eneric;
Iceland has four different religions. The biggest is the State Church, the \g/oi ceisa
. , monotone
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Then there is the Lutheran Free Church. There are afew

that belong to parts of the Protestant or Roman Catholic Church (World book page 22).
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The people of Iceland live in one of the harshest environments. They have the
threats of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, some of which have caused sever damage
and loss of life. They get most of their electricity from geothermal electric plants. Most
Icelandic homes are heated by geothermal heat, there are lots of hot springs on the island,
and the inhabitants use them for swimming in the winter. The favorite food of |celanders
is petrified shark, the shark meat is buried in the sand for a few months then cooked and

served. |celanders have to work two jobs some times to have enough money to support

Writing just
them selves, but they keep up of with the most fashionable clothes. The younger stops; no

conclusion
Icelanders, like to go out to clubs, to see all of the newest fashions, they aso like to take

after people from the U.S. and Canada.

Effectiveness Score 2

Thiswriting has no focus to unify it, and becomes an " all-you-want-to-know"
report. Even though thereis alot of information, the details are simply listed. The voiceis
that of an encyclopedia; it isa monotone. It does stay on the topic, but has no coherence
between or within paragraphs. There are few transitions. The language is pedestrian and
the sentences are short and choppy. Thewriting ends abruptly with no conclusion.

Conventions Score 2

Thiswriting demonstrates inconsistent control of grade-level conventions with many errors
in capitalization, spelling, comma usage, and sentence structure.
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1.8 Report
Grade 10

Daniel Chester French

Daniel Chester French was born in Exeter, New Hampshire on April 20, 1850
(Montague 36). In 1865 French and his family moved to Concord,Massachusetts, he was
15 at that point in time (Montague 36).

Y oung French never indicated an interest in doing artwork, but it came asa
surprise when he decided to take up scul pturing (Montague 36). French got hisfirst
lesson and his first tools from May Alcott, sister to Louisa (Montague 36). From
French’'sreal small start, he became areal sculptor. French got more lessons from Dr.
Rimmer in Boston, then from there he spent amonth in studio of J.Q.A. ward in New
Y ork (Montague 36).

French was 21 when Concord became interested in his work, and that led him to
sculpturing hisfirst statue, the Minute Man (Montague 36). When French finished the
Minute Man , he was invited to sudio of Thomas Bell in Florence, Italy there he learned
more about his craft. (Montague 36). French’s largest collection of hisfinework isin
Chesterwood Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts (Montague 37). The Minute Man
was started in April, 1873 in French’s Boston studio and finished in August (Montague
12). The statue was taken to Concord in September to be viewed by the committee
(Montague 12). In Mid —September, the model was sent to Ames Foundry in Chicopee,
Massachusetts to get cast in bronze (Montague 13).

The Minute Man was unveiled in April 19, 1875 as part of the celebration of the

battle at the bridge (Montague 12). On November 4,commission was awarded to French
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for his work(Montague 13) He got lots of encouragement from his family friend John S.
Keyes (Montague 12)

In March of 1879, he wrote to his colleague Thomas Ball that he was modeling a
philosopher at his own house (Montague 37). He went into it thinking that if he didn’t
succed he didn’t but he tried his hardest and put all skillsin it (Montague 37). When it
was finished Mrs. Emerson said it was perfect, so French wrote another letter but to Ellen
LouisaBall. Hetold her that it was more popular than anything since the MinuteMan
(Montague 37). Later in his career from 1911 to 1914 he created Emerson seated in
white marble, which isin Concord Free Public Library (Montague 37).

The Lincoln Memorial was dedicated on May 30, 1922 at that time Daniel was 72
years old(Montague 37). The cost of it was $2,940,000; in addition, on top of that it took
seven years to build it (Montague). The statue of Abe Lincoln was made out of white
Colorado marble and is 189 feet long and 118 wide (Encyclopedia Americana 515). The
ground was broken on February 12, 1914, and the Memoria was dedicated May 30, 1922
(Encyclopedia Americana 515). The statue sits in West Potomac Park in Washington,
D.C. (Encyclopedia Americana 515).

Samuel Chester French once said,. ‘ One of the first essentials of an artist isto see
nature with fresh eyes, to interpret new phases of her and to open peopl€’s eyes to new
beauties in the common things of life' (Montague 22). French is now buried in Sleepy

Hollow Cemetery in Concord (Montague 24).
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Danidl Chester French

Effectiveness=1
Conventions= 2

Daniel Chester French was born in Exeter, New Hampshire on April 20, 1850
(Montague 36). In 1865 French and his family moved to Concord,Massachusetts, he was 15
at that point in time (Montague 36).

Y oung French never indicated an interest in doing artwork, but it came as a
surprise when he decided to take up sculpturing (Montague 36). French got his first
lesson and his first tools from May Alcott, sister to Louisa (Montague 36). From French's
real small start, he became areal sculptor. French got more lessons from Dr. Rimmer in
Boston, then from there he spent a month in studio of J.Q.A. ward in New Y ork
(Montague 36).

French was 21 when Concord became interested in his work, and that led him to
sculpturing hisfirst statue, the Minute Man (Montague 36). When French finished the
Minute Man , he was invited to studio of Thomas Bell in Florence, Italy there he learned
more about his craft. (Montague 36). French’s largest collection of hisfinework isin
Chesterwood Museum in Stockbridge, M assachusetts (Montague 37). The Minute Man
was started in April, 1873 in French’s Boston studio and finished in August (Montague
12). The statue was taken to Concord in September to be viewed by the committee
(Montague 12). In Mid —September, the model was sent to Ames Foundry in Chicopee,
Massachusetts to get cast in bronze (Montague 13).

The Minute Man was unveiled in April 19, 1875 as part of the celebration of the
battle at the bridge (Montague 12). On November 4,commission was awarded to French
for his work(Montague 13) He got lots of encouragement from his family friend John S.
Keyes (Montague 12)

In March of 1879, he wrote to his colleague Thomas Ball that he was modeling a
philosopher at his own house (Montague 37). He went into it thinking that if he didn’t

succed he didn’'t but hetried his hardest and put al skillsin it (Montague 37). When it

Grade 10 Writing Benchmarks: Standard 1.8 (Reports)

Little
context;
writing
just starts

No focus;
topicis
simply
stated

Voiceisa
monotone;
no evidence
of thinking
about
information

Pronouns
with no
clear
referent
affect the
coherence
of this

paragraph

64



Vermont Department of Education

was finished Mrs. Emerson said it was perfect, so French wrote another letter but to Ellen
LouisaBall. Hetold her that it was more popular than anything since the MinuteMan
(Montague 37). Later in his career from 1911 to 1914 he created Emerson seated in
white marble, which isin Concord Free Public Library (Montague 37).

The Lincoln Memoria was dedicated on May 30, 1922 at that time Daniel was

Listed events
72 years old(Montague 37). The cost of it was $2,940,000; in addition, on top of that it are out of
chronological
took seven yearsto build it (Montague). The statue of Abe Lincoln was made out of order and
cause
white Colorado marble and is 189 feet long and 118 wide (Encyclopedia Americana 515). confusion for
the reader
The ground was broken on February 12, 1914, and the Memoria was dedicated May 30,

1922 (Encyclopedia Americana 515). The statue sitsin West Potomac Park in
Washington, D.C. (Encyclopedia Americana 515).

Samuel Chester French once said,. ‘One of the first essentials of an artist isto see
nature with fresh eyes, to interpret new phases of her and to open people’s eyesto new
beauties in the common things of life’ (Montague 22). French is now buried in Sleepy
Hollow Cemetery in Concord (Montague 24).

Effectiveness Score 1

Thisreport stays on the topic, but thereis no focus or awareness of audience.
Some information is out of chronological organization, and there is no coherence
between paragraphs or within paragraphs. Thereislittle elaboration or sentence variety.

Conventions Score 2

Thiswriting demonstrates inconsistent control of grade-level conventions, with
errorsin comma usage, sentence structure, and pronoun referents.
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