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This PowerPoint Presentation can be used as:
e A self tutorial for Homeless Education
Liaisons In Vermont schools

e A training tool for individuals and small
groups

e A web based resource for education and
community service providers serving
homeless students and their families



The McKinney Vento Homeless
Assistance Act...

 Maintains educational continuity during a
time of transition

e Requires schools to identify and enroll
students who meet the definition of
homeless

e |s authorized under the “No Child Left
Behind Act”



What is the definition of a Homeless
Student?

A homeless student is an individual who
lacks afixed, regular, andadequate
nighttime residence.



A student may be homeless as a result of evicti
economic hardship, divorce, illness, natural desa:
domestic violence or other reasons and may begl

In:

e Shared housing (doubled up)
* Motels, hotels, camp grounds
» Shelters or emergency housing

o Cars, parks, or other public places that are not
designed for or ordinarily used as reqgular
sleeping accommodations




What Is the definition of an
Unaccompanied Youth?

An Unaccompanied Youth who is considered
homeless is someone who Is not in the physical
custody of a parent or guardian
and
who meets the criteria for homelessness in the
definition



How are schools required to serve
homeless students?

e Every supervisory union must designate a
homeless education liaison to the Vermont
Department of Education

e |dentify and immediately enroll homeless
students based on the best interest of the chilc
and the preference of the parent or
unaccompanied youth

* Transport student to school of origin (if
appropriate)
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What are Homeless Education Liaisons
required to do?
 Facilitate identification and enrollment by

Knowing the law, train school staff and display
parent/youth posters in each school

 Make sure that homeless students receive
transportation (if appropriate), free meals, Tiitle
and early education services...and all other
services available to non-homeless students

Link homeless students to appropriate services in
both the school and the community
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How do we “Get It Right” regarding

identification and enrollment?

Getting It Right:
Identification and Enrollment of Homeless Children and Youth

Step1

Student
. Identifying homeless students and
S » unaccompanied youth
Step? \
Gatheting Gathering information on parents \ 4
. and unaccompanied youth Referral
P Writing referr.als to.tllle Homeless Form
Education Liaisons
ighiiy !
: Determining homeless status and
o) > school enrollment Homeless
Liaison



How do we identify and enroll homeless
students?

1. Ensure that school personnel know how to
identify and refer students to the Homeless
Education Liaison by using th&éferral
Form”
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Referral to Homeless Education Liaison

[For indiridimd napervisory mnicn Sehool districtuse onfy Do not subemit o e Veomont Deparrnent of Edocatiom)

Dhame:

Person Malsing, Referral:
School/ Agency and Position:

Phoxne: E-nmil Address:

I hase identified o smdear who may e experiencing homelessness Gaciing o fved, vepubay, amad
adrgate wighttinee reddence) mud would like 1o malke a referml o the Homeless Fducation Lixieon.

Student(s) MNome(s):
School th wikich stadent was ket emmolled :

Student’'s cunrent address :

Smudent's Phome #:

Beason by Refermal: Please check aoed provide deodls £ arvod JabvJe .

Shelver Blesident
Shared Housing { Doubled Up)
Motel or Hotel Besident
und /T enr
lhﬂmrll-ﬂ‘. Younth fruot in the ploymiml oumtcdy of o parent or gasrdian and ledeing o fized,
sdaquats, ad repular g ttiime Tezidanos)
Onthex:

0O ooooao

I iaim Infnmin-m-
Supervisory Union/ School Districn:

Homeless Fducation Lisdsom:

Baferrnl Foo: 5 epbemibeer 2002 1
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How do we identify and enroll homeless
students?

2. Use the Homeless Liaison Worksheeto
determine homeless status and school
enrollment
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How do we identify and enroll homeless
students?

3. Make sure school registration forms request
iInformation on “housing issues” and that
“*Homeless Information Postefdor parents
and youth are prominently displayed
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If your family lives in any of the following situations:

» In a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground

@ On the street

> In an abandoned building, trailer; or other inadequate accommodations, or

* Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing

Then, your preschool-aged and school-aged
children have certain rights or protections
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education Assistance Act.

Your children have the right to:

Go to school, no matter where you live or how long you
have lived there. They muise be glven et the same
public educati

to other children.

'8 P! P!

Continue in the school they attended before you became
homeless or the school they last attended, if that is your
choice and is feasible. If a school sends your child to a school
other than the one you request, the school must provide you
with a written explanation and offer you the right to appeal
the decision.

Receive transportation to the school they attended before
your family became homeless or the school they last
artended, if you or a guardian request such transportation.

? Attend a school and participate in school programs with
children who are not homeless, Children cannot be separated
from the regular school program because they are homeless.

Enrollin school without giving a permanent address. Schools
cannot require proof of residency that might prevent or delay
school enrollment.

Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the
transfer of school and immunization records or any other
documents required for enrollment.

Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even
while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over
enrolling your children.

Receive the same special programs and services, if needed,
as provided to all other children served in these programs.

Receive transportation to school and to school programs.

‘When you move, you should do the following:

9 Contact the school district’s local liaison for homeless
education (see phone number below) for help in enralling
your child in a new schoel or arranging for your child to
continue in his or her former school. (Or, someone at a
shelter, social services office, or the school can direct you
to the person you need to contact.)
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Contact the school and provide any information you think
will assist the teachers in helping your child adjust to
new circumstances.

Ask the |ocal liaison for homeless education, the shelter
provider, or a social warker for assistance with clothing
and supplies, if needed.

Local Area Contacts:

State Coordinator:

If you need further assistance, call the
National Center for Homeless Education
at the toll-free HelpLine number:

|-800-308-2145
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Resources to support your work with
homeless students in Vermont

The Vermont Homeless Children and Youth Project
(VHCYP) staff provides training and technical
assistance to schools and community service
providers.

The VHCYP brochure 1s available on the Vermont
Department of Education Homeless Education
website ativww.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/ogm homeless.htmi
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WHCYP staff members work wwith schools, commuonity
orgatlizations, families, and yowth to provide
information on federal and state laws that address the
special needs of homeless children and youth.

ot Fermont Department of Education & What is the Vermont Homeless Childress  The VHCYP staff can support your work with
g a 5 5 University of Vermont Center on and Youth ijecr? homeless students by
g e B Disability and Community Incluson PO — wEtioET and T ias
=] THE VERMONT HOMELESS CHILDREN AND werte BT
& oo YOUTH PROJECT (VHCYP) is a federally funded techriical assistanice
- e 5 project administered through University of Vermont # Developing training for school and
P st B oE Center o1 Disability and Community Inclusion agency personnel
= oo YCDCD?  from  the Vermont Department of
= i £ Education to carty out the provisions of the McKinnesy W Amending staff meetings and meetings
= Fr Q WVento Homeless Assistance Act. VHCYP provides with families and unaccompanied
e = ?‘: technical assistance and support in six regions to youth
e E = ensure  that children and  youth experiencing
= = 2 homelessness will continue to receive educational & Providing assistance inresolving
B ﬁ SEFVICES. enrollment dispute s
82
=
i
g
=

To ensure that homeless children and youth have the
satne access tooa free appropriate public education,
WHCYP staff members work with schools and
cotmmunity-based setwvice providers to ensure homeless
students have access to:

o

& Transportation services [} 'iﬁeﬁ:tiﬁgﬁg.‘fmmé'fess.c.-h'ilﬁr_en an'g'l_.;,rauﬁh

# Educational services for which the student & Immediate enrollment and facilitation of
meets the eligihility criteria, (such as Title I, emrollment disputes
Special Education, Section 504, English as a ; . .
Second Langnage) # Ensuring access to school and appropriate

. . educarional serwvices
& Preschoal programs, including Head Start and

Ewen Start Family Literacy Programs ®& Reducing school wansfers and supporting
R H— educarional stability and continuity
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& Gifted and ralented programs # Increasing parental choice and involwement
regarditng school enrollment
& School meal programs & Ensuring the educational rights of
In addition to working with schools, VHCYP staff unaccompanied youth, and
members work with agencies and pro grams that
provide services to homeless children and youth and ® Providing information about the rights of
their families, including homeless shelters, domestic homeless children and youth
120 State Street wiolence shelters, transitional housing faciliies,
Montpelier, VI 05620-2501 runavw ay and homeless yourh shelters, and transitional
(802) 828-5108 livitig programs for homeless youth,
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Additional Resources to support your work
with homeless students in Vermont

The McKinney Vento “Red Informational Packet” is
distributed to all Homeless Education Liaisons In
September of each year and is available upon reques
by contacting Lisa Champney at the Vermont
Department of Education at

(802) 828-6574 olisa.champney@state.vt.us




This PowerPoint Presentation, a list of all Vermont
Homeless Education Liaisons and all informational
materials can be found on the Vermont DOE

Homeless Education website at:
www.state.vt.us/educ/new/html/pgm_homeless.html
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