
            

        
                    
   

 

                                                            
  
State of Vermont 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Superintendents, Principals, Special Education Directors, DCF Family Services 

District Directors and Supervisors, Surrogate Parent Program Directors 
 
FROM: Commissioner Richard H. Cate, Vermont Department of Education 
  Commissioner Stephen R. Dale, Vermont Department for Children and Families 
 
DATE:  September 13, 2007 
   
Attached you will find a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Department of 
Education (DOE) and the Department for Children and Families (DCF). This MOU is intended to 
outline a uniform procedure by which children who are in the custody of DCF and are “state-placed” 
maintain an appropriate educational placement despite a change in foster home placement. 
 
In essence, when a child is removed from his/her family home that child can be subjected to frequent 
changes in foster placements. As a result of these changes, the child can endure interruptions in 
educational stability. In order to minimize any instability the child’s DCF worker, in consultation 
with a planning team member and others, may determine that the child’s educational needs may best 
be met by enrolling the child in a school located in a district other than that of the child’s residence. 
Administrators of the proposed school may agree with the recommendation and enroll the child. 
However, in the event of a disagreement with the proposed recommendation, the DCF 
Commissioner will commence a review of the recommendation and reasons for the denial. 
 
As part of the review by the DCF Commissioner, the DOE Commissioner may be asked to exercise 
the authority provided in 16 VSA §1075 (b) and (c), whereby a determination may be made by the 
DOE Commissioner as to the residence of the DCF custodial child and approve an alternative 
educational plan for the foster child. 
 
Our hope and expectation is that education and human services personnel will enter into these 
considerations totally focused on the best interests of the students involved. In most instances, we 
believe that agreement will be reached. This protocol clarifies the procedures when agreement 
cannot be achieved. 












