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LIFE SCIENCE 4TH GRADE 
LEVEL A 

 
Entry Point Life Science PK-4:31, Level A 

Student demonstrates understanding that plants and animals have life cycles by 
sequencing and connecting the stages of a life cycle. 

Entry Point 
Behaviors 

1. Describes or illustrates with labels (text) a 4-stage life cycle of an animal 
2. Describes or illustrates with labels (text) a 4-stage life cycle of a plant 
3. Sequences and shows connections (arrows) between stages of a life cycle 

GLGEC 
Connection 

Students in Kathy’s classroom have been learning about the life cycles of butterflies while they 
participated in the Journey North program where they were citizen scientists. As part of this 
work, the students predicted the path the monarchs would travel and mapped their journey 
north. For more information on this program check out: http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/ 
Students were engaged in relevant data collection. The classroom teacher and the special 
educator worked together to create an assessment, and then modified the assessment to 
provide access for the special needs students. 
 
These same students also used the STC Plant Growth and Development Kit where they 
watched germination and maturation while learning about the specific parts of a plant and the 
function each serves. Because they cared for their own seedlings, students learned that plants 
need light, soil, nutrients from soil, and water to survive.  

Materials Descriptive Captions 
Pictures of plant and animals at the different stages of the life cycle. 
Template 

Quantity 26  (14 or more items minimum) 
 
1. Behavior #1: The student describes and labels (text)  the 4 stage in the  life cycle of an animal 

Evaluator Role Student Role 
1. The teacher finds an assortment of life cycle pictures 

including the stages of a butterfly’s life cycle. 
2. The teacher creates and precuts captions that name and 

describe each stage of the life cycle. 
3. Teacher presents all of these to the student who finds the 

correct stages of the life cycle and matches them with the 
correct caption. 

The student chooses the correct stage of the 
life cycle out of a field of 8 pictures of living 
things. The student matches the label and the 
description with each of the stages. 
 
 

Assessment Item Correct Response Student’s 
Response Correct Incorrect 

1. Butterfly egg picture Butterfly egg picture    
2. Butterfly Caption Butterfly Caption    
3. Caterpillar picture Caterpillar picture    
4. Caterpillar Caption Caterpillar Caption    
5. Pupa Pupa    
6.  Pupa Caption Pupa Caption    
7. Adult Butterfly Adult Butterfly    
8. Adult Butterfly Caption Adult Butterfly Caption    
9. Title Life Cycle of A Butterfly    

 

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/
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Behavior 1 Materials 
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Completed Template Behavior 1 

 

 

 

                              
                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behavior #2: Describes or illustrates with labels (text) a 4-stage life cycle of a plant 
Evaluator Role Student Role 

1. Teacher finds an assortment of life cycle pictures 
including the stages of plant’s life cycle. 

2. The teacher also cuts out captions that name and 
describes each stage of the life cycle  

3. .Teacher presents all of these to the student who finds 
the correct stages of the life cycle and matches them 
with the correct caption. 

The student chooses the correct stage of the life 
cycle out of a field of 8 pictures of living things. 
The student matches the correct caption with the 
correct picture. 

 

Assessment Item Correct Response Student’s 
Response Correct Incorrect 

1. Seed Picture Seed Picture     
2. Seed Picture Caption Seed Caption    
3. Sprout Picture Sprout Picture    
4. Sprout Picture Caption Sprout Caption    
5. Seedling Picture Seedling Picture    
6. Seedling Caption Seedling Caption    
7. Adult Plant Picture Adult Plant Picture    
8. Adult Plant Caption Adult Plant Caption    
9. Title Life Cycle of Plant    

 

 

 

Life Cycle of a Butterfly 



Vermont Agency of Education 

LIFE SCIENCE 4TH GRADE: LEVEL A                               4 

Behavior #2 Materials 
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Completed Template Behavior #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behavior #3: Sequences and shows connections (arrows) between stages of a life cycle 
Evaluator Role Student Role 

Teacher asks students to place arrows that will demonstrate 
the sequence of a life cycle of a plant or an animal. 

Student places arrows to demonstrate 
connection and sequence. In a life cycle of a 
plant or animal 

Assessment Item Correct 
Response 

Student’s 
Response Correct Incorrect 

1. Connection between stage 1 and 
stage 2 (A) 

Egg connected to 
the caterpillar 

   
2. Connection between stage 2 and 

stage 3 (A) 
Caterpillar 
connected to the 
pupa. 

   

3. Connection between stage and 
stage 4 (A) 

Pupa connected to 
adult butterfly 

   
4. Connection between stage 4 and 

stage 1 (A) 
Adult butterfly and 
egg 

   
5. Connection between stage 1 and 

stage 2 (P) 
Seed connected to 
the sprout 

   
6. Connection between stage 2 and 

stage 3 (P) 
Sprout connected to 
seedling 

   
 

7. Connection between stage 3 and 
stage 4 (P) 

Seedling  connected 
to Adult plant 

   
8. Connection between stage 4 and 

stage 1 (P) 
Adult plant 
connected to the 
seed. 

   

 

Life Cycle of a Plant 
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Behavior # 3 Materials 
 
 
 

 
 

Behavior # 3 Products 

 
 
 
 
 
   

 

Life Cycle of an 
Animal 

 

Life Cycle of a Plant 
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