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THIS DOCUMENT IS DESIGNED TO:

e  ARE REQUIRED BY SECTION 2120.8 OF THE EDUCATION QUALITY STANDARDS

®  AssSIST VERMONT SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS/SUS IN DEVELOPING LEARNING REQUIREMENTS AND
EXPECTATIONS FOR THEIR STUDENTS

®  REFLECT EXISTING LEARNING STANDARDS REQUIRED BY THE VT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, UNDER ®  PROMOTE CONSISTENCY ACROSS SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS/SUS FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS
THE VT FRAMEWORK OF STANDARDS (CCSS, NGSS, AND GES) ®  INCREASE PERSONALIZATION AND FLEXIBILITY FOR INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING

®  ARE DESIGNED TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VT TRANSFERABLE SKILLS GRADUATION ®  HELP BUILD CURRICULUM AND STEER ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT
PROFICIENCIES, WHICH OUTLINE STUDENTS’ DESIRED SKILLS AND HABITS ACROSS CONTENT AREAS ®  SUPPORT FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT PRACTICES, INCLUDING PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT

®  INCLUDE THREE SETS OF PERFORMANCE INDICATORS DIFFERENTIATED BY GRADE CLUSTER— ® SIMULTANEOUSLY PROVIDE DATA AND INSIGHT INTO ACHIEVEMENT WHEN ALIGNED WITH THE
ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOL TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

®  SERVE AS BENCHMARKS OF LEARNING PROGRESSION FOR ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE SCHOOL ® SUPPORT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT OF THE EXPECTED CONTENT STANDARDS

GRADUATION PERFORMANCE |[NDICATORS—ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE |[NDICATORS— MIDDLE SCHOOL PERFORMANCE |INDICATORS—HIGH SCHOOL

PROFICIENCIES

1. READING

Comprehend,
interpret, analyze,
and evaluate a wide
range and level of
complex literary and
informational texts.

a. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from
the text. (1)

b. Determine themes and central ideas of texts; summarize
texts. (2)

c. Analyze the relationships or interactions between
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in literary and
informational text. (3)

d. Interpret words and phrases and analyze how word
choice shapes meaning and tone. (4)

e. Analyze how individual components contribute to
overall text structure. (5)

a. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text. (1)

b. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its
development over the course of the text, including its
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective
summary of the text. (2)

c. Analyze how a text makes connections among and
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events. (3)

d. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices
on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to
other texts. (4)

a. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support an
analysis of the text, including any applicable primary or
secondary sources, and determine both explicit and
implicit meanings, such as inferences that can be drawn
from the text and where the text leaves matters
uncertain. (1)

b. Determine the central ideas of the text and provide an
objective summary. (2)

c. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events
interact and develop over the course of the text. (3)

d. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they
are used in the text, including figurative, connotative,
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Determine how author's point of view influences the
meaning, style, and content of text. (6)

Evaluate content and multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media formats to address a
question or solve a problem. (7)

Delineate and evaluate the argument and claims. (8)

Integrate information from multiple sources to build
knowledge and compare author's approaches or
perspectives. (9)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis
skills in decoding words. (10)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support
comprehension. (10)

Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in
a text, including the role of particular sentences in
developing and refining a key concept. (5)

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text
and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds
to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. (6)

Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using
different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video,
multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. (7)
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when
irrelevant evidence is introduced. (8)

Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide
conflicting information on the same topic and identify
where the texts disagree on matters of fact or
interpretation. (9)

and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with
multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful. (4)

Analyze how an author chose to structure a text and
how that structure contributes to the text’s meaning and
its aesthetic and rhetorical impact. (5)

Determine an author’s point of view, purpose, or
rhetorical strategies in a text, analyzing how style and
content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or
beauty of the text. (6)

Evaluate content and multiple sources of information
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., print,
digital, visual, quantitative) to address a question or
solve a problem. (7)

Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims
in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and
the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false
statements and fallacious reasoning. (8)

Integrate information from diverse sources into a
coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting
discrepancies among sources. (9)

2. WRITING

Produce clear and
coherent writing for a
range of tasks,
purposes, and
audiences.

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a
point of view with reasons and information. (1)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas clearly and accurately. (2)

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences
or events using effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences. (3)

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons
and relevant evidence. (1)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic
and convey ideas, concepts, and information through
the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant
content. (2)

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive
details, and well-structured event sequences. (3)

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence. (1)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and
convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly
and accurately through the effective selection,
organization, and analysis of content. (2)

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences
or events using effective technique, well-chosen details,
and well-structured event sequences. (3)
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d. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, and editing and focusing on addressing what is
most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (5)

e. Use technology to produce and publish writing as well as
to interact and collaborate with others. (6)

d. With some guidance and support from peers and adults,
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been
addressed. (5)

e. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and
publish writing and present the relationships between
information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact
and collaborate with others. (6)

d. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a
specific purpose and audience. (5)

e. Use technology to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products in response to
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or
information. (6)

3. WRITING

Conduct short and
sustained research
projects based on
focused questions,
demonstrating
understanding of the
subject under
investigation.

a. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather
relevant information from print and digital sources;
summarize or paraphrase information and provide a list
of sources. (8)

b. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and research. (9)

a. Collect relevant information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source. (8)

b. Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard
format for citation. (8)

c. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and research. (9)

a. Collect relevant information from multiple print and
digital sources, using effective research and online-
search methods, and determine the credibility and
accuracy of the sources while assessing the strengths
and limitations of each source for the specific task,
purpose, and audience. (8)

b. Integrate information into the text selectively and
purposefully to maintain the flow of ideas, while
following a standard citation format and avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source. (8)

c. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to
support analysis, reflection, and research. (9)

4. SPEAKING AND
LISTENING

Initiate and
participate effectively
in a range of
discussions,
responding
thoughtfully to
diverse perspectives
and expressing ideas

a. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
with diverse partners on grade level topics and texts,
following agreed upon rules and roles, building on
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. (1)

b. Summarize information from various sources visually,
qguantitatively, and orally, explaining how claims are
supported by reasons and evidence. (2)

c. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how
each claim is supported by reasons and evidence. (3)

a. Refer to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe
and reflect on ideas under discussion. (1)

b. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions
with diverse partners on topics, texts, and issues,
building on others' ideas and expressing their own
clearly; track progress toward specific goals and
deadlines, and define individual roles as needed; pose
questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and
respond to others' questions and comments with
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. (1)

a. Refer to evidence from texts and other research on the
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned
exchange of ideas. (1)

b. Operate effectively in a group to promote a civil
exchange of ideas that probes reasoning and evidence,
ensuring a full range of positions on a topic or issue; set
clear goals and deadlines and establish individual roles
as needed; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and
conclusions; promote divergent and creative
perspectives. (1)
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clearly and
persuasively.

c. Respond to others' questions and comments with
relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. (1)

d. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse
media and formats and evaluate the motives behind its
presentation. (2)

e. Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims,
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance
and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when
irrelevant evidence is introduced. (3)

Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize
comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an
issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and
determine what additional information or research is
required to deepen the investigation or complete the
task. (1)

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in
diverse formats and media to make informed decisions
and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and
accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies
among the data. (2)

Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of
evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises,
connections among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used. (3)

5. SPEAKING AND
LISTENING

Present information,

findings and

supporting evidence

conveying a clear and

distinct perspective.

a. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, a. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points
sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence,
and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details. (4)
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. (4) b. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and
b. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) clear pronunciation. (4)
and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to c. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. (5) presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims
c. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using and evidence, and add interest. (5)
formal English when appropriate to task and situation. d. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
(6) demonstrating command of formal English when

indicated or appropriate. (6)

Develop a clear line of reasoning. (4)
Address alternative or opposing perspectives. (4)

Use appropriate organization, development, style, and
substance appropriate to a range of purposes and
audiences for both formal and informal tasks. (4)

Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to
enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence and to add interest. (5)

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating a command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (6)

6. LANGUAGE

Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English

a. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard a. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing. (2) writing. (2)

b. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when b. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (3) writing, speaking, reading, or listening. (3)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing. (2)

Apply knowledge of language to understand how
language functions in different contexts, to make

a
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grammar and usage
when writing or
speaking.

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade
level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range
of strategies including contextual analysis,
morphological analysis, and reference materials. (4)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meanings, including
similes, metaphors, idioms, adages, and proverbs. (5)

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases,
including those that signal contrast, addition, and other
logical relationships. (6)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words or phrases based on choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies. (4)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (5)

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and phrases. (6)

Gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. (6)

effective choices for meaning or style, and to
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. (3)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies. (4)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (5)

Acquire and use accurately general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college-
and career-readiness level. (6)

Demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary
knowledge when considering a word or phrase
important to comprehension or expression. (6)
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