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Contact Information:  
If you have questions about this document or would like additional information please contact: 
Kyle Anderson, Student Pathways Division, at kyle.anderson@vermong.gov.  

Creative Thinking Thematic Evergreen: 
PBS Program and Supplemental Resources 

Purpose  
The purpose of this resource is to support students and teachers in using PBS programming and 
supplemental resources through inquiry processes of interdisciplinary learning activities. 
Themes were identified based on available resources, content standards, and the Vermont 
Portrait of a Graduate. Programs and resources that align with the theme of Creative Thinking 
are organized below. The resources are divided by elementary and secondary, though resources 
can be considered for use at any grade level. Content standards that align with available 
programs and resources are also included in this document.  

Standards 

Arts 

Anchor Standard Enduring Understanding 

VA 2. Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.  

People create and interact with objects, places, and design that 
define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives  

mailto:kyle.anderson@vermong.gov
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-pog
https://education.vermont.gov/documents/edu-pog
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20-%20new%20copyright%20info.pdf
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Anchor Standard Enduring Understanding 

MU 2. Generate and 
conceptualize artistic ideas and 
work.   

The creative ideas, concepts, and feelings that influence musicians’ 
work emerge from a variety of sources. 

TH 6. Convey meaning through 
presentation of artistic work.  

Theatre artists share and present stories, ideas, and envisioned 
worlds to explore the human experience.  

ELA 

Strand Anchor Standard 

Writing: Text Types and 
Purposes.  

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences.  

Social Studies  

Dimension Indicators  

2. Change, Continuity, and 
Context  

D2.His.2.K-2: Compare life in the past to life today.  

D2.His.2.3-5: Compare life in specific historical time periods to life 
today.  

D2.His.2.6-8: Classify series of historical events and developments as 
examples of change and/or continuity.  

D2.His.2.9-12: Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.  

Math 

Domain Standard 

Mathematical Practice Look for and make use of structure. 

Functions Analyze patterns and relationships. 

Modeling Use geometric shapes and their properties to model physical objects.  

The resources below are organized by general program resources and episode-specific 
resources and provide opportunities for students to develop skills related to creative thinking. 
General resources are listed below the program title, while episode-specific resources are 
organized in tables.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/
https://www.socialstudies.org/sites/default/files/c3/C3-Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/
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Elementary 

Pinkalicious & Peteriffic  
• PBS Learning Media: Visual Arts Collection (printable) 
• PBS Learning Media: Dance Collection (printable)  
• PBS Learning Media: Drama Collection (printable) 
• PBS Learning Media: Music Collection (printable) 
• PBS Kids: Interactive Story Writing (printable version) 
• Think Pinkalicious: Coloring, Games, Crafts, and Teachers Guides (printable) 
• Think Pinkalicious: Pinkalicious Curriculum Guide (printable) 

Peg + Cat 

• PBS Parents: 12 Books to Excite your Child’s Mathematical Imagination (article) 
• PBS Parents: Nurturing Your Child’s Creative Mind (article)  
• NAEYC: Support Math Readiness Through Music 
• Really Big Music Album (downloadable app) 
• PBS Parents: Peg’s Shape Chandelier Craft 
• PBS Learning Media: Paint-a-Long 
• Scholastic: How to Write Poetry with Preschoolers 
• PBS Learning Media: Up Down, All Around (printable) 
• PBS Learning Media: Up Down, All Around (printable) 

 

Secondary  

Poetry in America 

• PBS Learning Media: Poetry in America 

Episode Resources  

Langston Hughes (106) PBS Learning Media: “Harlem” Lesson and Materials 

Academy of American Poets: Langston Hughes 

Academy of American Poets: A Reading Guide to Langston Hughes 
(printable) 

Academy of American Poets: Glossary (printable) 

Emma Lazarus (112) PBS Learning Media: The New Colossus 

Academy of American Poets: Emma Lazarus 

Allen Ginsberg (104) Poetry in America: Hymmnn and Hum Bom!  

PBS Learning Media: Hymmnn and Hum Bom! Lesson 

Allanginsberg.org: The Allan Ginsberg Project 

https://pbskids.org/pinkalicious
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/visual-arts-pinkalicious-peterrifictm/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/dance/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/drama-pinkalicious-peterrifictm/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/music-pinkalicious-peterrifictm/
https://pbskids.org/pinkalicious/games/pinkcredible-story-maker
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sTRAJtPG8qZtccwq0YAjZorShcBtvudR/view?usp=sharing
https://www.thinkpinkalicious.com/activities/
https://d1iixycm8xggy1.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/01150840/pinkalicious-teacher-lesson-plan.pdf
https://pbskids.org/peg/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/12-books-to-excite-your-childs-mathematical-imagination
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/nurturing-your-childs-creative-mind
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/peg-cat/
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/support-math-readiness-through-music
https://pbskids.org/apps/peg--cat-really-big-album.html
https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/pegs-shape-chandelier
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/17c82252-a5c0-4ced-8a0f-fd121d6bf3a2/paint-a-long/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/how-to-write-poetry-preschoolers.html
https://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/media_files/7c09f354-a678-4810-af62-2caf5cdf6ecb/7a5c2c62-b021-4e01-a19d-5fa1d52756ee.pdf
https://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/media_files/7c09f354-a678-4810-af62-2caf5cdf6ecb/7a5c2c62-b021-4e01-a19d-5fa1d52756ee.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/show/poetry-in-america/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/poetry-in-america/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pia18.ela.hughesharlem/hughes-harlem/
https://poets.org/poet/langston-hughes
https://poets.org/text/reading-guide-langston-hughes
https://poets.org/resources-teachers
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pia18.ela.lazaruscolossus/lazarus-the-new-colossus/
https://poets.org/poet/emma-lazarus
https://www.poetryinamerica.org/episode/hymmnn-and-hum-bom/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pia18.ela.ginsberghymmnn/ginsberg-hymmnn-and-hum-bom/
https://allenginsberg.org/
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Episode Resources  

To Prisoners Gwendolyn 
Brooks 

PBS Learning Media: To Prisoners collection (printable) 

Poetry Foundation: Gwendoyn Brooks (printable) 

Poet Robert Hayden as 
discussed by Joe Biden and 
Elizabeth Alexander 

Poetry Foundation: Robert Hayden “Those Winter Sundays” 
(printable) 

Modern American Poetry: Close Reading Strategies for “Those 
Winter Sundays” (printable) 

Fast Break (102) PBS Learning Media: Fast Break video exploring poetry through 
basketball and vice versa 

Poetry Foundation: Edward Hirsch biographical information and 
links to poems (printable) 

Poetry Foundation: Fast Break text (printable) 

Great Performances 

Episode Resources  

Sound of Music History: The Real History Behind the Sound of Music 

Homeschool Learning Network: Collection of resources and lessons 

Young Minds Inspired: Lessons for grades 1-6  

Julius Caesar Performed By All-
Female Cast and Set in a Prison 

PBS Great Performances: Phyllida Lloyd Set “Julius Caesar” In A 
Prison. Here’s Why It Worked (printable)  

Great Performances “Much 
Ado about Nothing” 

Shakespeare.org: Summary (printable) and 3 Minute Shakespeare 
Video 

BBC: 60 Second Shakespeare (printable) 

Teacher Vision: Curriculum Resources (printable) 

Great Performance: Paula 
Vogel’s Indecent 

NPR: ‘Indecent’: A Play about a Yiddish Play that Was Ahead of Its 
Time 

The Yiddish Book Center: Sholem Asch’s ‘The God of Vengeance’ 

American Masters 

• PBS Learning Media: American Masters Collection 

Episode Resources  

Lorraine Hansberry PBS: Lorraine Hansberry: Sighted Eyes/Feeling Heart (printable)  

PBS Learning Media: Lorraine Hansberry collection 

https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pia18.ela.brooksprisoners/brooks-to-prisoners/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/gwendolyn-brooks
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/68440/robert-hayden-those-winter-sundays
https://modernamericanpoetry.org/criticism/close-reading-notes-%E2%80%9Cthose-winter-sundays%E2%80%9D-robert-hayden
https://modernamericanpoetry.org/criticism/close-reading-notes-%E2%80%9Cthose-winter-sundays%E2%80%9D-robert-hayden
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/pia18.ela.hirschfastbreak/hirsch-fast-break/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/edward-hirsch
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/49100/fast-break
https://www.pbs.org/show/great-performances/
https://www.pbs.org/show/great-performances/
https://www.history.com/news/the-real-history-behind-the-sound-of-music
http://www.homeschoollearning.com/hln/pdf/summer/mlg_sound_of_music.pdf
http://ymiclassroom.com/lesson-plans/sound-of-music/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/great-performances-julius-caesar/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/great-performances-julius-caesar/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/blog/julius-caesar-phyllida-lloyd-set-julius-caesar-in-a-prison-heres-why-it-worked/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/blog/julius-caesar-phyllida-lloyd-set-julius-caesar-in-a-prison-heres-why-it-worked/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/much-ado-about-nothing-full-episode/10194/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/gperf/much-ado-about-nothing-full-episode/10194/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/much-ado-about-nothing/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/much-ado-about-nothing/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/drama/shakespeare/60secondshakespeare/themes_muchado.shtml
https://www.teachervision.com/much-ado-about-nothing
https://www.pbs.org/video/indecent-zvm9ct/
https://www.pbs.org/video/indecent-zvm9ct/
https://www.npr.org/2017/04/29/526157986/-indecent-a-play-about-a-yiddish-play-that-was-ahead-of-its-time
https://www.npr.org/2017/04/29/526157986/-indecent-a-play-about-a-yiddish-play-that-was-ahead-of-its-time
http://teachgreatjewishbooks.org/resource-kits/sholem-aschs-god-vengeance#resources
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/amast/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/lorraine-hansberry-sighted-eyes-feeling-heart-full-film/9973/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/lorraine-hansberry-sighted-eyesfeeling-heart-film/9846/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/hans17-lorraine-hansberry-sighted/
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Episode Resources  

EDCITEment!: A Raisin in the Sun: “Whose American Dream?” 
lesson plan (printable) 

Edgar Allan Poe  PBS American Masters: Edgar Allan Poe podcast and transcript 
(printable) 

PBS Learning Media: Edgar Allan Poe collection 

Academy of American Poets: Edgar Allan Poe 

Poetry Foundation: Edgar Allan Poe - poems, podcast, videos, and 
articles (printable) 

Maya Angelou PBS: Maya Angelou American Masters Videos and Resources 

PBS Learning Media: Maya Angelou collection 

PBS Learning Media: Resources to Honor the Life of the Poet 

Mayaangelou.com: Caged Bird Legacy 

Brain Pop Educators: Educator Resources for Maya Angelou 

N. Scott Momaday Poetry Foundation: Adventures in Anaphora (printable) 

PBS Learning Media: N. Scott Momaday collections 

Raul Julia The New Yorker: “The Blazing Path and Legacy of Raul Julia” 
(printable) 

PBS Learning Media: Raul Julia collection 

Ursula K. Le Guin PBS Learning Media: Ursula K. Le Guin collection (printable) 

Lit Charts: The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas resources 

Sammy Davis, Jr. PBS Learning Media: Sammy Davis, Jr. collection 

Louisa MayAlcott Spark Notes: Little Women (printable) 

PBS Learning Media: Louisa May Alcott collection (printable) 

PBS Learning Media/Digital Public Library of America: Primary 
Source set and Teaching Guide 

PBS Learning Media: Masterpiece Louisa May Alcott collection 

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/raisin-sun-whose-american-dream
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/edgar-allan-poe-buried-alive-about-the-film/8923/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/podcast/horror-writer-edgar-allan-poe/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/edgar-allan-poe-buried-alive/
https://poets.org/poet/edgar-allan-poe
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/edgar-allan-poe
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/edgar-allan-poe
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/masters/maya-angelou/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/masters/maya-angelou/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/maya-angelou-and-still-i-rise/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/89757ced-dc75-4a31-ad55-6a6b25b2b069/resources-to-honor-the-life-of-poet-maya-angelou/support-materials/
https://www.mayaangelou.com/
https://educators.brainpop.com/bp-topic/maya-angelou/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/n-scott-momaday-words-from-a-bearabout-the-film/12052/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/articles/70030/adventures-in-anaphora
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/n-scott-momaday/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/raul-julia-the-worlds-a-stage-about/11612/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-blazing-path-and-legacy-of-raul-julia
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/raul-julia/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/worlds-of-ursula-k-le-guin-about/11575/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/ursula-k-le-guin/
https://www.litcharts.com/lit/the-ones-who-walk-away-from-omelas
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/sammy-davis-jr-ive-gotta-be-me-about/10877/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/sammy-davis-jr-ive-gotta-be-me/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/louisa-may-alcott-the-woman-behind-little-women/1295/
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/littlewomen/summary/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/louisa-may-alcott-the-woman-behind-little-women/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/dpla-pss-036/primary-source-set-little-women-by-louisa-may-alcott/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/dpla-pss-036/primary-source-set-little-women-by-louisa-may-alcott/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/dpla-tg-036/teaching-guide-exploring-little-women/
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/louisa-may-alcott/
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