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Objectives

To increase awareness and knowledge of:

Suspension and expulsion in early childhood
PreK settings.

Evidence-based practices for reducing
suspensions and expulsions in early childhood
PreK settings.

Resources that identity potential barriers and
support possible solutions.
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Authority:
Vermont Education Statute

16 (V.S.A.) § 829 (e)(10)
PreKindergarten Education

State Board of Education (SBE)

Rule 2606(1)(h)

“complete reports for enrollment, attendance,
child assessment, costs of Prek, finances and

other areas as required by state law and AOE”. L %SVN 4

e &~ g
16 V.S.A. § 829 (e)(10) | N iy |
PreKindergarten Education A @ -
16 V.S.A. § 1161a iy (& >
Effective Discipline Measures /& B
16 V.S.A. § 1162 /T §
Suspension or Expulsion of Students SV s
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Authority:
Child Development Division

All private and public PreK
programs must also
comply with Child
Development Division
(CDD) expulsion criteria as
defined in

Childcare Licensing
Regulations 6.2.8.4 (1)(2)(3)
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Authority:
Head Start Performance Standard
45CFR 1302.17

. Head Start programs must
also comply with the Head

-

Start Policy and
e Regulations, specifically the

S xpulsion and Suspension
olicy Statement.
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The Impact of
Suspension and Expulsion

 Early expulsion or suspension predicts
later expulsion or suspension

« Estimates indicate that expulsion and
suspension rates for PreKindergarteners
are 3 times higher than in K-12 settings.

* Racial and gender disparities exist.

US Department of Health and Human Services &
US Department of Education (2014).

Policy statement on expulsion and suspension
policies in early childhood settings. ; Gilliam, Walter
(2005). The PreKindergatrteners Left Behind:
Expulsion rates in PreKindergarten State Systems

SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE

School disciplinary policies
disproportionately affect Black students.

S 2%
Zero-tolerance discipline has
resulted in Black students B white i
facing disproportionately
harsher punishment than white D Black L LJ
; A 3

students in public schools.
Public School Multiple
Enrollment  Suspensions

Black students represent

g 31%

of school-related arrests?

Black students are
suspended and expelled

'“ ‘Wﬁ?\

Students suspended or expelled for a discretionary
violation are nearly three times more likely to be in contact
with the juvenile justice system the following year.*

‘c:::r;nw

SEPARATE. STILL UNEQUAL. k‘,k ACLU
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7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF EDUCATION



How Suspension and Expulsion

Impacts a Child

Children who are expelled or
suspended in early childhood are
more likely to:

experience future academic failure
be retained in a grade
drop out of high school, and

face juvenile incarceration

7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF EDUCATION



Exclusionary
Discipline
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In-Program Suspension

Is the placement of a child in a
specified supervised location other
than the child’s regular classroom

Out-of-Classroom/Program Suspension
Is the removal of a child from
classroom/program (off premises)

7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF EDUCATION



Expulsion in PreK

Expulsion is the permanent removal of
a child from their PreK program
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Programs encouraging families to voluntarily terminate
services is referred to as a “soft” expulsion.

“We can’t provide
the services your

“Our . .
program “Your Chll.d will chilc_l nee;_is.”
just isn’t be placed in the T i,

toddler room
since he is not
ready for PreK.”

right for J—
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Vermont Agency of Education Notification to
Public/Private PreK Programs

September 21, 2017
Memorandum to the field:

* Public PreK

* Private PreK

* Principals

* Superintendents
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VT Childcare Licensing Regulations
6.2.8.4(1)(2)(3)

The licensee shall support continuity of care and education. In
the event that a child’s continued enrollment is at risk the
following shall apply:

1. Consult with child’s parents

2. Provide parents with written notice at least 5 days
prior to expulsion

3. If child is expelled, a full copy of the child’s file must
be provided to family and documentation retained
by program.
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Public/Private PreK
Suspension and Expulsion
Incident Report

As of September 1, 2017 all
private and public PreK
programs are required to
submit a Public/Private PreK
Suspension and Expulsion
Incident Report to the SU/SD of
children’s school of enrollment
within 5 school calendar days
from the date of incident.
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Meeting Reporting Requirements

To meet obligations related to PreK suspension
and expulsion data collection

All PreK programs must complete an incident
report for each child who is asked to leave PreK or
misses PreK for a determined period of time due to
behavioral or disciplinary reasons.
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Reporting Requirements

An incident report is required for each child who is:

Requested to permanently leave a PreK
classroom/program, or

Removed from a PreK classroom for 2 or more hours out of
the 10 entitled PreK hours per week due to behavioral or
disciplinary reasons.
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Reporting Requirements for Children with
Disabilities

Prior to any decision:

* The PreK program must contact the SU/SD early
childhood special education statf and/or director of
student support services.

 If a child is suspended or expelled for more than 10 days
(consecutive or cumulative) the LEA must convene a
manifestation determination hearing.

* A meeting of the child’s IEP team is required to
determine appropriate services and placement.
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Establishing PreK Partnership Agreements

PreK partnership agreements established between SU/SD
and prequalified private and other public PreK programs
should be revised to include process and procedures for
reporting PreK suspension and expulsion incidents.
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PreK Partnership Agreements

Agreements should include the following:

SU/SD and school of enrollment designates
appropriate points of contact for submitting the
suspension and expulsion forms

PreK program designates point of contact

Assurance that prequalified private/public PreK
program will submit suspension/expulsion
report within 5 school calendar days of incident

to SU/SD.
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Evidence-based Resources

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services & U.S. Department of
Education Joint Memo to the Field (12/2014)

HHS/DOE Joint Policy Statement (12/2014)

Vermont Agency of Education PreK Suspension and Expulsion Data
Collection and Reporting Memo to the Field (9/2017)

AOE Incident Report (9/2017)

New America: What Does the Civil Rights Data Tell Us About Early
Learners?

Vermont Early Childhood Suspension-Expulsion Resources: An Annotated

Collection of Free Materials (2017) including:

Standing Together Against Suspension & Expulsion in Early Childhood
Pyramid Model Consortium Resources
ECTA Center’s Reducing Early Childhood Expulsion and Suspensions
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