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TO:	Superintendents, CTE Directors, Principals	
FROM:	Jess DeCarolis, Division Director, Student Pathways
SUBJECT:	Early College Program and Career Technical Education – Concurrent Enrollment Requests
DATE:		July 18, 2019
Background
The Agency of Education (AOE) has received a request to consider allowing eligible students enrolled in Career Technical Education (CTE) programs to enroll in Early College Programs (ECP) while simultaneously remaining enrolled in their CTE program.
 Participation in the Early College Program (ECP) requires students to unenroll from their high school/home study program, and to apply and enroll in ECP full-time[footnoteRef:1]. The statute[footnoteRef:2] allows students who are not enrolled in high school to enroll in a CTE center. While the intent of the Early College legislation[footnoteRef:3] is that this program should stand in lieu of a Vermont student’s senior year, the statute does not speak to the specific nature of co-enrollment of a student at a CTE center and an early college program. [1:  Title 16 V.S.A. §9]  [2:  Title 16 V.S.A. §1551a(a)]  [3:  Title 16 V.S.A. §946] 

Policy
Currently, the AOE does not have an established policy to address this issue/request. To inform a future policy that is equitable and sustainable, the AOE will allow students enrolled in the second half of their CTE program to apply to participate in the Early College Program and use the 2019-2020 academic year to evaluate educational, programmatic, and legal ramifications.
To that end, student eligibility for concurrent enrollment in part-time CTE programs [footnoteRef:4] and the Early College Program will be considered by the Secretary of Education on a case-by-case basis. Students who are enrolled in a CTE Center but are not seeking a high school diploma through enrollment in a high school or the High School Completion Program (e.g., “adult CTE students”) are not eligible to participate in ECP. [4:  This policy is limited to part-time CTE programs because it would be unreasonable to expect that a student could manage the responsibilities of a full college course load along with the responsibilities of a full day commitment in their CTE program.] 

To aid in this process, approving high schools must complete and return an Early College Prior Approval form to Toni Marra (toni.marra@vermont.gov) at the AOE. All signatures from the partner high school and CTE center must be included before the request will be forwarded to the Secretary for review. The following criteria will be considered when making a determination for concurrent enrollment in ECP and CTE:
All ECP requirements were followed;
Sufficient evidence was provided that the student could not have their graduation requirements met through their CTE program and partner high school without participation in Early College;
The student demonstrated readiness to be successful in a full year of college plus a part-time CTE program simultaneously.
Prior to completing the Prior Approval form, please review the ECP Requirements and Questions for Consideration which may be downloaded as fillable templates from the AOE Early College webpage.
General Program Requirements:
Student Eligibility 
CTE students are eligible to access the ECP if they:
Are a resident of Vermont
Are a 12th grade student (have completed Junior year)
Have permission from their high school principal/home study program
Have successfully completed the first half (in part-time programs this occurs junior year) of their program and are enrolled in the second half (in part-time programs this occurs senior year)
Have Early College written into their Personalized Learning Plan (PLP). (For home study, the student must be enrolled in the AOE Home Study Program in order to have the student’s PLP approved. The courses in the Early College program should complement and be an extension of the student’s CTE program, furthering them on a career path.
The student should have successfully completed at least one dual enrollment or fast forward course in their junior year.
NOTE: Students who are enrolled in a CTE Center but are not seeking a high school diploma through enrollment in a high school or the High School Completion Program (e.g., “adult CTE students”) are not eligible to participate in ECP.
What is the process for all students who wish to participate in the ECP?
Students must have the ECP as a component of, and reflected in, their PLP. For students in the home study program, the parent or guardian is responsible for developing and maintaining the plan of study and it must be submitted to the AOE Home Study Office. 
The student must apply to one of the partnering colleges. Once accepted to the college, the student:
· Must have the Principal of the high school approve and sign off that the student is ready for the EC Program. In the case of a home study student, the home study parent has to approve that the student is ready;  
Note: When principals approve participation in ECP, they agree to waive any senior-year mandated courses, projects or requirements that would only be accessible to enrolled students. It is incumbent on the approving secondary school to ensure the student’s intended ECP coursework is in alignment with the school’s graduation requirements.
· Must un-enroll from the high school or AOE home study program;
· Shall be enrolled as a full-time student at the college;
· Is responsible for applicable fees and textbook costs of the college/university, and any travel related to getting to and from the ECP (as applicable) and to and from the technical center.
· Are ineligible for dual enrollment vouchers and fast forward tickets while they are in the Early College program
At the end of the school year, the student must re-enroll at their high school in order to receive their diploma. Home study students do not need to re-enroll in the home study program because they are not issued diplomas (with the exception of home study students in the Vermont Technical College VAST program).[footnoteRef:5], [footnoteRef:6] [5:  The Vermont Academy of Science and Technology (VAST) is an independent high school that issues high school diplomas.  VAST students have the option, if they so choose, to earn a diploma from their sending school.  In this case, they would need to re-enroll in their sending school prior to receiving their diploma.  ]  [6:  For any 12th grade student enrolled in VAST and/or in any eligible Vermont Early College program, the credits and grades earned shall, upon the request of the student or the student’s parent or guardian, be applied toward graduation requirements at the Vermont secondary school that the student attended prior to enrolling in the Early College program.
] 

Prior Approval Process:
When considering student readiness to participate in CTE and ECP simultaneously, school counselors and other relevant advisors should consider the following questions with the student as part of the Prior Approval Request process.

Questions for Consideration of Participation:

Questions to consider when determining student readiness for enrollment in Early College or co-enrollment in both a part-time CTE program and Early College:
READINESS 
1. Has the student completed all the necessary prerequisites to be successful in this experience?
[bookmark: prerequesites][bookmark: _GoBack]     
Has the student been assessed to be academically ready to be successful in this experience? If so, what is the evidence of academic readiness?
[bookmark: academicReadiness]     
Has the student been assessed to be socially and emotionally ready to be successful in this experience? If so, what is the evidence?
[bookmark: SocialReadieness]     
Have specific learning expectations and performance indicators been identified for this experience to meet required standards/graduation proficiencies?
[bookmark: LearningExpectations]     
Can the experiences, schedule and timeframe be reasonably accommodated within the student’s personal, academic, co-, and extracurricular schedule as well as by the target graduation date?
[bookmark: Schedule]     
ACCESS & SUPPORT STRUCTURES
1. Is there a structure in place to support the student’s ultimate success in this experience?
[bookmark: StructureSupport]     
Can any learner disabilities or special needs be accommodated during this experience?
[bookmark: accomodations]     
Has the student been able to access available preparation structures/ orientations for this experience?
[bookmark: preperation]     
RECOGNITION OF EXPERIENCE
1. Has the student been informed of and made a commitment to the conditions under which this experience will be considered for credit?
[bookmark: StudentCommittment]     
Will success in this experience allow the student to fulfill graduation requirements on time? 
[bookmark: GradSuccess]     
Is sufficient information available to include this experience on the student’s transcript?
[bookmark: Information]     
Does the experience align with the learning goals of the student’s Personalized Learning Plan (PLP)? 
[bookmark: PLP]     
 


Agency of Education
Early College and CTE Co-enrollment Prior Approval Request

**This form should be completed and submitted to toni.marra@vermont.gov. 

[bookmark: RequestDate]Date:      

[bookmark: RequestName]Name of Student:      

[bookmark: RequestSchool]Partnering High School:      

[bookmark: RequestCTECent]CTE Regional Center:      

Reason(s) for simultaneous participation in Early College and CTE.  Include details about early college program and connections to CTE program, if any: 
[bookmark: RequestReasons]     

Signatures: (Principal, Superintendent, CTE Director):
[bookmark: PrincipalApproval]Principal:      
[bookmark: ApprovalSuperintend]Superintendent:      
[bookmark: CTEDirectorApp]CTE Director:      

AOE approval:

[bookmark: AOESig][bookmark: AOEDate]     	     
Signature	Date
[bookmark: End]|_|


	Early College and CTE Enrollment 
(Revised: July 18, 2019)
	Page 7 of 7
	[image: ]



image1.png




image3.jpeg
7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF EDUCATION




image2.png
7~ VERMONT

AGENCY OF EDUCATION





