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Welcome!

Webinar Introductions: 

● Role and team members
● School/SU/SD
● Share: What is the most interesting 

way that you’ve ever shown that you 
know something?



Can you tell us about local, comprehensive 

assessment systems – what are they and what 

are they intended to do?



Curriculum Instruction

Assessment



High-Quality Local Assessment 
System

“A high-quality assessment system should include 
assessments of higher-order cognitive skills, and 
critical abilities, such as communication, 
collaboration, modeling, problem solving, 
reflection, and research; these assessments should 
be valid, reliable, fair, instructionally sensitive (i.e., 
be representative of content and concepts taught 
from curriculum and instruction), and have value 
for informing teaching.”   

~ Darling-Hammond et al., 2013



Education Quality Standards

Each supervisory union shall develop, and each 
school shall implement, a local comprehensive 
assessment system that:

a. assesses the standards approved by the State 
Board of Education; 

b. employs a balance of assessment types, including 
but not limited to, teacher-or student designed 
assessments, portfolios, performances, exhibitions 
and projects; 

c. includes both formative and summative
assessments; 



Education Quality Standards

d. enables decisions to be made about student 

progression and graduation, including measuring 

proficiency-based learning; 

e.  informs the development of Personalized 
Learning Plans and student support; 

f.  provides data that informs decisions regarding 

instruction, professional learning, and educational 

resources and curriculum; and 

g.  reflects strategies and goals outlined in the district's 

Continuous Improvement Plan.



30,000 foot level . . . . 



LCAS: The Next Level

All Students

All Content 
Areas

All Transferable 
Skills

All 
Students

Skills Essential 
for Meeting 
Standards Some Students



It sounds like Local Comprehensive 
Assessments Systems are challenging to create. 

Why are they important?



Lack of:

○ Capacity to collaborate, create and 

calibrate assessments, especially in small 

schools

○ Data Analysis Tools & Resources

○ Understanding how to assess deeper 

learning

○ Assessment Literacy

○ Positive attitudes about assessments



Equitable outcomes for all students require 
quality assessment systems.



LCAS Theory of Action

We believe that if each SU/SD implements a 
local comprehensive assessment system, 

including a balance of assessment types that 
provide information about student proficiency

in a variety of ways; clearly communicate 
performance criteria; and methods for 
communicating student progress. . . .



LCAS Theory of Action

. . . Vermont’s SU/SDs will enhance the 
effectiveness, availability, and equity of 

services provided to all students.



How do you see the VTmtss Framework 

supporting this work AND supporting its 

alignment with Personalized Learning and 

Proficiency-based Learning??



VTmtss Connections

Principle 5 

A coherent, articulated, balanced and 
comprehensive assessment system guides 
responsive teaching, informs educators and 
students about progress, and leads to 
effective decisions within a continuous plan 
for improvement for both students and 
systems. 





VTmtss connection: Collaboration



VTmtss connection: Instruction







What professional learning opportunities and 
resources is the AOE providing?



LCAS Convenings

● Convening III: Student-Designed 

Assessments - Why are student-designed 

assessments foundational to the personalized 

learning planning process?

● Convening IV: Sharing, Review, & Feedback -

How can we use the work of colleagues to 

improve local comprehensive assessment 

systems?

Registration

https://creator.zohopublic.com/allisonkeating/local-comprehensive-assessment-systems/form-perma/Registration_Form/S9OV0MNFddJDOwDnaW8tB0HW50HBVySX1DKthpk6yC14Y8JJu36vAFWjpA2SzXCyrYzJteKOHSyapUOsZCAE268sJGWxb4W6H60Z


https://education.vermont.gov/documents/local-comprehensive-assessment-systems-in-school-district-systems-act-173-technical-guidance


https://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/assessments/state-and-local-assessments


Personalized Learning & PLPs 

● PLP Course

● PLP Manual

● Sample PLPs

● PLP and Curriculum & Assessment Grants

● Personalized Learning Web Page



VTmtss Resources

- Monthly Office Hour
- Technical Assistance Request form
- Early Learning and Secondary MTSS 

Networked Improvement Communities
- Communication: VTmtss Webpages, 

MTSS listserv, Weekly Field Memo, and 
social media





Thank you!
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