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World Language Proficiencies

VT CONTENT AREA GRADUATION PROFICIENCIES & PERFORMANCE INDICATORS: THIS DOCUMENT IS DESIGNED TO:
® ARE REQUIRED BY SECTION 2120.8 OF THE EDUCATION QUALITY STANDARDS e  ASSIST VERMONT SCHOOLS AND SUPERVISORY DISTRICTS/UNIONS IN DEVELOPING
e REFLECT EXISTING LEARNING STANDARDS REQUIRED BY THE VT STATE BOARD OF LEARNING REQUIREMENTS AND EXPECTATIONS FOR THEIR STUDENTS
EDUCATION (CCSS, NGSS, C3, JUMP$TART, AND ACTFL) e PROMOTE CONSISTENCY ACROSS SCHOOLS AND SUPERVISORY DISTRICTS/UNIONS
e ARE DESIGNED TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE VT TRANSFERABLE SKILLS FOR TRANSFER STUDENTS
GRADUATION PROFICIENCIES, WHICH OUTLINE STUDENTS’ DESIRED SKILLS AND HABITS e INCREASE PERSONALIZATION AND FLEXIBILITY FOR INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING
ACROSS CONTENT AREAS e HELP BUILD CURRICULUM AND STEER ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENT
e INCLUDE THREE SETS OF PERFORMANCE INDICATORS DIFFERENTIATED BY LEVEL OF e SUPPORT FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT PRACTICES, INCLUDING PERFORMANCE
LANGUAGE ACQUISITION — NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED (ACTFL RECOGNIZES ASSESSMENT
LEVELS BEYOND ADVANCED, BUT THEY ARE NOT WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THIS DOCUMENT) e  ASSIST IN THE COLLECTION OF DATA TO INFORM ACHIEVEMENT OF
e SERVE AS BENCHMARKS OF LEARNING PROGRESSION FOR ALL LEARNERS, IRRESPECTIVE TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
OF ENTRY POINT e SUPPORT ACHIEVEMENT OF THE EXPECTED STANDARDS

The Vermont Benchmarks and Indicators for Proficiency in Non-Native Languages were written with a variety of audiences in mind: preschool to college world-language teachers and teacher
educators, curriculum developers, administrators, policymakers at all levels of government, parents, and business and community leaders. The goal of this document is to describe for all of
these audiences what language learners should be able to do at various proficiency levels; it does not prescribe how learners should get there. This document is adapted from the New
Hampshire Association of World Language Teachers.

It is our intent to ensure that all learners, regardless of age, have access to language learning. We encourage educators to implement these indicators with the understanding that individual
teachers can be flexible in adapting them to meet the developmental stage and level of readiness of their students.

This document was developed in collaboration with the Vermont Foreign Language Association and the following world-language educators: Kerilyn Bristow, Natasha Causton, Catharine
Cooke, Dorothy Goulet, Lily Hart, Zalfa Kasti, Erika Lindberg, Allison Litten, Jennifer Loiseau, Nicole Noce, Karine Poulin, Jessica Ramirez, Julie Torres, Caresse Whyte, and Mary Woods.
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GRADUATION PROFICIENCY

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
NOVICE LEVEL

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
ADVANCED LEVEL

1. INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION
Learners can understand and analyze the main
message and supporting details from a variety
of spoken, written, or viewed/signed texts on
developmentally appropriate topics.

Learners can identify the general topic and
understand basic information about a limited
range of familiar topics in everyday contexts
from spoken, written, or viewed/signed texts.

Learners can understand the main idea and
some details about a range of familiar topics in
various contexts in spoken, written, or viewed/
signed texts.

Learners can understand and analyze the main
message and supporting details from a variety
of familiar and unfamiliar topics across various
time frames from spoken, written, or viewed/
signed texts.

2. PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION
Learners present information, concepts, and
ideas to inform, explain, persuade, and/or
narrate on a variety of developmentally
appropriate topics, using media and adapting
to various audiences of listeners, readers, or
viewers.

Learners can speak, sign, and/or write to
provide information about personal and
familiar topics in everyday contexts using
rehearsed or acquired words, phrases, simple
sentences, and/or questions.

Learners can speak, sign, and/or write to make
presentations about familiar and researched
concrete topics, express viewpoints, and/or tell
a personal story using a series of connected
sentences and/or questions.

Learners can speak, sign and/or write to give
detailed presentations, narrate events, and
present viewpoints or arguments, with
supporting evidence about a broad range of
topics using organized, paragraph-length
discourse across various time frames.

3. INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION
Learners can use language and cultural
awareness to engage in developmentally
appropriate, two-way communication,
spontaneous conversations, and/or
unrehearsed exchanges for the purpose of
establishing relationships (e.g., transactional,
social, academic).

Learners can interact with others to request and
exchange information; express basic needs,
preferences, or feelings; use a variety of
acquired words, phrases, simple sentences,
and/or questions on familiar topics in everyday
contexts.

Learners can interact with others to request and
exchange information, meet needs; express
preferences, opinions, or feelings; provide basic
advice by creating strings of acquired and
original sentences, and/or questions on familiar
and researched topics in a variety of contexts.

Learners can maintain conversations, exchange
information, provide explanations, and make
comparisons across various time frames about a
broad range of topics using paragraph-length
discourse; negotiate and resolve an unexpected
complication that arises in familiar situations.

4. INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE
Learners can demonstrate knowledge of
practices and products as well as interpret
cultural perspectives in a developmentally
appropriate way.

Learners can identify products and/or practices
of target-language communities and/or
understand cultural perspectives. Learners can
demonstrate their understanding through
gestures, visuals, single words, or phrases in the
target language; or in the native language as
developmentally appropriate.

Learners can explain and/or compare products
and/or practices of target-language
communities and/or understand cultural
perspectives. Learners can demonstrate their
understanding through gestures, visuals, and/or
simple statements in the target language or in
their native language as developmentally
appropriate.

Learners can analyze, compare and contrast
products and/or practices of target-language
communities and understand cultural
perspectives. Learners can demonstrate their
understanding through gestures, visuals, and
discourse in the target language.
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